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Jecision on 
tl tuition 
expected 
riday 


OSANNA PRESTON 
ior News Editor 


town-hall meeting Tuesday with 
e U of A provost calmed students 
nticipating the University’s formal 
oposal of a significant international 
hition hike by this Friday. 
The meeting, suggested by Students’ 
mion President Jordan Blatz, per- 
hitted international students to con- 
erse directly with Provost Dr Carl 
hein, allowing both sides to 
xplain their logic and express their 
pncerns. 
“I was happy to see they held the 
heeting and to see as many students 
out as they did. A lot of the same 
oncerns were raised but raised directly 
D the administration,” said Blatz. 
According to Luis Lopez, the inter- 
ational student representative with 
he Council on Student Affairs, a 
ranch within the General Faculties 
ouncil, the administration’s stance 
boils down to money.” 
He was relieved that the provost 
eemed to listen to concerns during 
e meeting, but felt Amrhein had put 
e burden on international students 
0 prove his proposal wrong and was 
ot taking strides to understand the 
hternational student position. 


‘was happy to see they 
held the meeting and 

to see as many students 
turn out as they did. 

A lot of the same 
concerns were raised 
but raised directly to 
the administration.” 


JORDAN BLATZ, 
STUDENTS’ UNION PRESIDENT 


‘Its not about whether the 
Miversity needs the money or not; 
s clear that they need it. It’s about 
he international students who came 
om halfway around the world with 
a budget in mind of how much their 
education would cost, then halfway 
hrough their degree the University 
saying it’s going to cost you 25 per 
ent more. And that is what is very 
hiair to us and that is what [the pro- 
vost] is failing to understand,” said 
opez. 
Lopez mentioned the University 
Planned to assist students through 
holarships and bursaries funded 
hrough the tuition hike. 
PLEASE SEE TUITION * PAGE 2 


LEANNE FONG 


WE BE GETTIN’ DOWN WITH NO DELAY Ross Moroz delves into the life of Mix Master Mike. To find out what he had to say turn to page 21. 


Edmontonians join in nationwide anti-Bush protests 


COSANNA PRESTON 
Senior News Editor 


Calling for George Bush to “go home,” 
a chain of singing people weaved 
around a crowd of protestors Tuesday 
night at Churchill Square in response 
to the American leader’s visit to 
Canada. 

Heaped on the cement, a deflated 
George Bush figure received the odd 
angry kick as the crowd chanted and 
sang. The protest drew around 100 
people and was one of many across 
the country yesterday protesting the 


arrival of Bush on Canadian soil. From 
Vancouver to the Yukon, to Montréal 
and Flin Flon, crowds rallied together 
against the president. 

“Bush’s visit is a very, very serious 
problem,” said Peggy Morton of the 
Edmonton Coalition Against War and 
Racism, the organizers of the event. 

“It’s an affront to our sovereignty, 
to our stand for peace. It’s an affront 
to our sense of social responsibility. 
It’s an affront to everything that we 
hold dear to have Bush come here, 
and he is a war criminal. He should 
be indicted.” 


Accusations regarding Bush’s for- 
eign policy was the theme of the eve- 
ning’s events. 

In fact, the opposition to Bush’s 
Canadian visit has been so strong that 
there were concerns about the presi- 
dent addressing a potentially hostile 
House of Commons. 

Morton deemed his lack of atten- 
dance there a “good thing” and also 
criticized his Wednesday Halifax visit, 
where Bush thanked the city for their 
assistance after 11 September, 2001, 
when many planes were grounded, 
leaving American passengers stranded. 


Morton said that if he truly wanted to 
thank the people, he should have done 
so three years ago. 

From talk about annexing Canada,to 
the imposition of democracy on other 
sovereign states, there was a general 
sense of anger and determination 
expressed by the crowd and echoed 
by those on the loud speaker or in 
front of cameras. 

“We want justice for the people. 
We want George Bush to get what 
he deserves!” one man yelled at a 
videographer. 

PLEASE SEE PROTEST + PAGE 2 


Maclean’ survey shows U of A’s budgetary woes: Abboud 


CAITLIN CRAWSHAW 
News Editor 


For the second consecutive year, the 
U of A has ranked sixth overall in 
Maclean’s magazine’s yearly assess- 
ment of Canadian universities, but a 
supplemental survey suggests that not 
all U of A graduates are satisfied with 
their educational experience. 

The magazine's 13th annual assess- 
ment of Canadian schools, published 
in mid-November, was accompa- 
nied by a survey of 12 334 random 
graduates from universities across the 
country. 

In collaboration with universi- 


ties and statisticians, graduates were 
asked to assess their schools in terms 
of teaching and instruction, learn- 
ing environment, library resources, 


student services, extracurricular 
environment and entire educational 
experience. 


“We've been wanting to do this for 
a long, long time, [because] having 
a satisfaction report on what people 
were actually experiencing at univer- 
sities [is] the most important thing to 
know,” said Maclean's editor-at-large 
Ann Dowset Johnston. 

“[The survey] told a fascinating 
story about where people were happy 
and where they weren't.” 


“We've been wanting to 
do this for a long, long 
time, [because] having 
a satisfaction report 
on what people were 
actually experiencing 
at universities [is] the 
most important thing 
to know.” 


ANN DOWSET JOHNSTON, 
MACLEAN’S EDITOR-AT-LARGE 


But while the U of A is among the 
top ten Canadian universities offering 
doctoral programs, and it ranks fifth 
in terms of reputation, only 60 per 
cent of graduates polled would rec- 
ommend the University to a friend. 

In addition, only 51 per cent of grad- 
uates thought the instruction was “very 
good,” and 41 per cent believed student 
services were “very good,” although 78 
per cent thought their U of A education 
significantly benefited them. 

According to Students’ Union Vice- 
President (External) Alex Abboud, the 
student survey reflects the U of A’s 
budgetary woes. 

PLEASE SEE MACLEAN’S + PAGE 2 
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1 3, You got 
to know 
when to hold’em, 
know when to fold 
‘em, know when 
to walk away and 
know when to run. 
Chris Samuel can 
beat you at poker. 
Don't belive it? Just 
read his feature. 


From the archives 


Campus Pro-Choice, a student group at the U of A, organized 
a campaign to promote the legalization of abortion and the 
establishment of a free-standing abortion clinic in Alberta. 
The vice-president of Campus Pro-Choice argued that many 
students are pro-choice. By means of a postcard campaign, 
in which individuals made their views known to members of 
parliament, the student group hoped to 
raise awareness about the support for a 
woman's right to choose. 


1985 


Achtung! 


Thanks for reading, 
folks, but this is, sadly, 
the last real paper of 
the semester, if you 
catch our drift. Watch 
for a very special issue 
next week, and have 
yourselves a merry 
little semester break. 


1 Abratty 

: baby’s 

_ been keeping Jann 

' Arden from getting 
any shut-eye. How 
insensitive. But the 
singer/writer wasn’t 
too tired to speak 
to the Gateway 
about her new 
book. See A&E. 
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Provost must realize student. 


perspective: int'l student 


TUITION + CONTINUED FRO 

But he argued the planned $250 000 
in funding was not enough—it would 
only subsidize about five per cent of 
international students. He argued the 
administration failed to look beyond 
the money to see the overall impact on 
international students. 

“[The provost] is a commander 
who has the possibility of hear- 
ing intelligence without much of 
an opportunity cost but he decides 


NM PAGE 1 


anyway not to hear the intelligence 
and sends troops to the front line,” 
said Lopez. 

“The most worrying part is that the 
commander will gauge whether his 
decision was good or not depending 
on how many dead or wounded sol- 
diers come back from the front line. 
This seems to be what the administra- 
tion is doing so far.” 

As of press time the University 
administration had nothing to add. 


Budget cuts significant factor 
in rankings, says Macleans 


MACLEAN'S * CONTINUED FR PAGE 4 

“We are one of the top universities 
in the country, I definitely see that, 
but the cuts to our operating funding 
and the rising costs have really: hurt 
the quality and hurt the experience of 
students at the U of A,” he said. 

Students with severe financial dif- 
ficulties due to rising tuition are 
especially missing out on a _posi- 
tive educational experience, Abboud 
noted. 

“An increasing number of students 
are having trouble making ends meet, 
and that’s cutting into and dramati- 
cally affecting the experience they’re 
having on campus,” he said. 

For Dowset Johnston, cuts are a sig- 
nificant factor in the ranking results 


because they directly affect the learn- 
ing environment. 

“I think that’s the key question 
here, is what has happened in terms of 
cuts, in terms of student-faculty ratios, 
these are the big things. And I think 
it's very important to be aware of the 
changes,” she said. 

“We all understand why healthcare 
has stolen all the thunder in terms 
of a public dialogue, but I think the 
really important question is what's 
happened to higher education. And 
there’s no doubt ‘that the university 
system that I was involved in and the 
university system [students today] are 
involved in are very different.” 

The U of A administration was not 
available for comment. 


going to stand up for the aspirations 
of the people, not for Bush, annexa- 
tion, integration, and war,” shouted 
Morton over the loudspeaker. 

A cheer erupted as she handed off 
the microphone and the sound of 
beating drumis and the chain of sing- 
ing protesters grew as it continued to 
circle the crumpled figure of Bush. 

“I think it’s excellent to see that 
resistance is ongoing,” said Kevan 
Hunter, an arts student at the U of A. 

“The war in Iraq is dragging on and 
on, but the resistance is heightening; 
more people are beginning to see that 
this has to be stopped and we're the 
only ones who are going to do it.” 


“THE PEOPLE UNITED WILL NEVER BE DEFEATED” Protestors rally downtown, 


Rally protests US policies 


LEANNE FONG 


Though the square was far from 
filled, organizers were very happy with 
the event's attendance. Mike Hudema, 
a well-known local activist, noted the 
chilly weather as a deterrent, but said 
he was pleased nonetheless. 

“It shows the convictions. These 
types of things are happening right 
across the country. ... [Bush has] flown 
right in the face of international law by 
invading Iraq without a UN Security 
Council resolution,” he said. 

“[The American government] con- 
tinues to impose democracy and that’ 
something you can’t do. Democracy ij 
a higher idea that needs to come fron 
the people and we should be support 
ing the people there. Bombing doesn 
bring peace to anybody.” 


With exams on their way, people are starting to think about studying. 


Brianne Brault 
Agl/For lV 


| try to balance on. my exercise ball for 
as long as | can while repeating what I’m 
reading over to myself. 


STREETERS 


Do you have any weird study habits? 


Taylor Krymusa 
Nutritional Food 
Sciences II 


| drink an excessive amount of Diet 
Coke. 


Compiled and photographed by Ramin Ostad and Ross Prusakowski 


Paul Bordush 
Engineering | 


| watch Frontiers of Engineering while | 
study. 


Kevin Waugh 
Computing 
Sciencell 


I'm not really the type of person wh) 
gets stressed out, so | just study the 
night before and see how it goes. 
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Whyte Ave bars face lower capacities 


Anews feature on the city’s plans for a quiter Whyte Avenue 


NICOLE TOMLINSON 
News Writer 


Restaurant and bar owners in Old 
Strathcona are frustrated with the 


_ city'snew business licensing changes 


that reduce the number of patrons 


~ allowed in their establishments. 


~ Development 


The new licenses issued by the 
City of Edmonton Planning and 
Department cite 
zoning-capacity numbers that are 
lower than traditional fire-code 
regulations. Businesses in Old 
Strathcona were asked to comply by 
1 November, 2004. 

The zoning-permit numbers are 
based on factors like parking and 
potential impact on the surround- 
ing community. 

For some businesses on Whyte 
Avenue, that number translates 
into a huge drop: The Attic’s capac- 
ity plummeted from 142 to 50, 
The Billiard Club’s limit has been 
reduced to 204 from 230, and Suite 
69 Bar and Lounge is only permitted 
59 people, a significant drop from 
their previous 140. 

According to Matt Colpitts, ‘direc- 
tor of the Old Strathcona Hospitality 
Association, 40 to 50 businesses in the 
area will have their capacity dropped 
between 20 and 60 per cent. 

“When you have your capacity 
cut by 60 per cent, it becomes dif- 
ficult to pay your rent. If these num- 
bers are enforced, there will be bars 
affected, and even put out of busi- 
ness,” he said. 

Once all the new numbers are 
issued, businesses city-wide will be 
able to apply for an expansion on 
their number, but there’s a catch for 
those in Old Strathcona. 

“The particular difference in 
Whyte Avenue is that [we are] not 
to approve applications for new bars 
or expansions of existing bars,” said 
Mark Garrett, head of City Planning 
and Development. 

This means that businesses in the 
area will not be approved for an 
expansion on their zoning-capacity 
numbers. 

Bryan Anderson, a city coun- 
cilor in Ward 5, said that the most 
important thing is that capacity 
numbers are consistent, whether 
they drop in some cases or not. 

“There is some subjectivity to the 
development-permit numbers, and 
bar owners may not like the number 
that they end up [with], but ... they 
need to know what number they 
have to comply to,” he said. 

Anderson said that the business 
owners should concentrate their 
energy on changing the ban on 
licensing expansion when the mor- 
atorium comes up for review in fall 
of next year. 

“Tt is important right now that the 
Hospitality Association get busy and 
start showing all of the stakeholders 
that they will have input that will 
solve some of the problems. When 
the review occurs, that will be the 
time to talk about adjusting the 
numbers,” he said. 

That won't work for business 
owners, who would have to operate 
in uncertainty until the review. 

“When you own a business, you 
need some security that you can 
base your plan on: the number 
of employees you can hire, the 
amount of people you can expect,” 
said Shirley Lowe, executive direc- 
tor of the Old Strathcona Business 
Association. 

“Tf it’s all up in the air, the busi- 
ness means nothing: you can't sell 
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it, you can’t move away from it 
and you can’t even plan month to 
month.” 


“When you have your 
capacity cut by 60 
per cent, it becomes 
difficult to pay your 
rent. If these numbers 
are enforced, there 
will be bars affected 
and even put out of 
business.” 


MATT COLPITTS, 
DIRECTOR, OLD STRATHCONA 
HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATION 


The Old Strathcona Hospitality 
Association feels that bars were not 
properly informed. 

“For the city to pull this other 
number out of the files somewhere 
and say, “Well, you should have 
known this and you should have 
been following this number all along’ 
when they never provided it to busi- 
nesses is wrong,” said Colpitts. 

“Some of these numbers go back 
to the days when liquor laws stated 
that you could only consume alco- 
hol in a seat,” he said. 

“Then the liquor laws changed 
so you could consume standing up. 
The old number of seats only applies 
to how many physical chairs or 
stools you could have. Somewhere 
along the line the city has decided 
that number of seats from whenever 
means occupancy, and I think that’s 
up for debate,” he explained. 

Garrett said posting the city 
zoning-capacity limit on business 
licenses in Old Strathcona was one 
step of many the city has taken to try 
and address the area’s zoning issues. 

“On the basis of continuous com- 
plaints from the neighbourhood, 
the decision was ‘made to put these 


; : LEANNE FONG 
QUIETING THE STRIP The centre of Edmonton’s nightlife could soon suffer. 


limits on business licenses for the 
entire city, starting with Whyte 
Avenue,” he said.- 

“What we want to achieve is to 
make it clear for both patrons and 
the operator that there is a [capacity 
limit], and a responsibility to main- 
tain that number. We don’t expect 
an awful lot of violations, to be 
honest with you.” 

Colpitts is worried that comply- 
ing with the zoning capacity will 
make the amount of people going to 
Whyte Avenue bars drop even lower 
than the city’s numbers allow. 

“Enforcing these lower numbers 
will remove about 4000 of the 
12 000 bar seats on Whyte Avenue. 
The problem is if you take away 80 
people from a business that serves 
140, the other 60 aren't going to be 
there either,” Colpitts said. 

“What you're really talking about 
is wiping the hospitality indus- 
try in half; it won't have the same 
attraction.” 

Lowe argued that the city should 
take responsibility for not informing 
business owners about the zoning- 
capacity number when they applied 
for a business license. 

“When business owners went to 
Planning and Development and got 
a business permit, the number has 
never come up. ... If City Planning 
thinks that [capacity] number is 
important, they should have been 
flagging it,” she said. 

Lowe said the solution to the prob- 
lem lies in a cooperative approach 
between the city, the business 
owners, and the community, not in 
a reduction in capacity numbers. 

“Whyte Avenue has become 
the main social street in the city. 
Whether youre in the bar, or on the 
street eating ice cream, or drinking 
coffee, you're there because other 
people are there,” she said. 

“This is an opportunity for every- 
body to do something that will actu- 
ally make a difference. If we come 
together then we can, but if we hold 
our positions, everybody loses.” 


Campus Nightlife : 


restaurant & bar 
Ship Night Thursdays 


Residence Student Night, every Thursday 


Crush On Fridays 


With DJ Redpoint 
Dance till you drop with your favourite Top 40 


Saturday Night Live 


Due to special circumstances there will be no 
show this week. 


Hip Hop 101 Fridays 


with Jsmilz 
Old School Hip Hop 


A Decade Under 


the Influence 


French Pop / 60s Pop and Soul 
Every Saturday Night 


Karaoke 
Last Day of Classes Karaoke Bash 
Wednesday, December 8, 9 PM 


Last Day of Karaoke Bash 
Wednesday, December 15, 9 PM 
Back again in 2005 


Roadrunners Tickets 
Available at RATT 
For Thursday, January 27th Game (U of A Night) 
U of A Discount Tickets only $13.75 
Let’s Fill Our Section! 


NO MINORS 
HAPPY HOUR 3-8 PM DAILY 


A Service For Students, Staff, 
Alumni And Guests 
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Hot news tip? Story idea? 


Give us a call 
492.7308 
or e-mail 
news@gateway.ualberta.ca 


Anonymous tips accepted 


THE GATEWAY 


= Rotman. School of 
of Toronto 


agement 


Master of Management & Professional Accounting 


¢ Designed primarily for non-business undergraduates 
¢ For careers in Management, Finance and Accounting 
e Extremely high co-op and permanent placement 


To learn more about the Rotman MMPA Program, 
please visit our website: 


www.rotman.utoronto.ca/mmpa 


Don't take t 
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www.su.ualberta.ca/safewalk “ 
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AFREE service of your Students’ Union 


For event info: www.bears.ualberta.ca * 492 BEAR 


Québec int’ students to work off campus 


AARON WRIGHT 


The McGill Daily 


MONTREAL (CUP)—Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada had a change 
of heart this year, allowing dozens of 
international students to work off 
campus throughout Québec during 
their studies without separate permits. 

But students in Montréal and Québec 
City will have to wait up to two years 
longer before they are allowed to take 
part in the pilot project. 

Jason Blank, president of the McGill 
International Student Network, said 
he is enthusiastic about the program, 
but condemned the fact Montréal and 
Québec City are excluded, maintain- 
ing it deprives students of the ability to 
participate in internship programs. 

“The fact that international students 
can't work gives them a competitive 
disadvantage and makes their degrees 
less valuable,” Blank said. 

Still, this doesn’t shake his enthu- 
siasm for the program, scheduled to 
be extended to the cities in September 
2006. 

“If the program is accepted as 
policy, it would be the greatest thing 
for international students,” he said. 

Blank expressed concern about 
McGill’s willingness to hire the staff 
required to administer the program. 

But Pauline l’Ecuyer, manager of 
McGill’s International Student Services, 
said she’s confident the University will 
make the project work. 

“It will be challenging for us at 


McGill, but we will put everything in 
place for international students to be 
able to participate,” she said. 

She also noted the University cur- 
rently allows students to participate 
in internship programs by declaring 
them necessary to a student's aca- 
demic program. 


“If the program is 
accepted as policy, it 
would be the greatest 
thing for international 
students.” 


JASON BLANK, 
PRESIDENT MCGILL 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT NETWORK 


Contrary to Blank’s appraisal, 
l’Ecuyer sees the most opposition 
coming from the federal government 
rather than the University. 

“Immigration Canada wants to put 
in place a system with very strict mon- 
itoring of students ... with students 
limited to 15 or 20 hours of work off- 
campus,” she said. 

She asserted 
unnecessary obstacles that will com- 
plicate a program with the potential to 
help a lot of students. 

Guillaume Lavoie, vice-president of 
the Fédération étudiante universitaire 
du Québec (FEUQ), Québec’s pro- 
vincial student lobby group, has been 
lobbying the government to extend 


these controls are 


the pilot project to include Montréa| 
and Québec City by September 2005, 
rather than 2006. 

“Over the past months, a broad 
consensus has emerged ... that the cur. 
rent pilot project must be extended to 
Montréal and Québec City as soon as 
possible,” he wrote. 

FEUQ said it’s realistic in its demand 
the program be pushed up by one 
year, claiming the federal government 
remains the only roadblock. 

George Soule, national chair of 
the Canadian Federation of Students, 
criticized the federal government; 
intentions, suggesting it could use the 
program as a justification for increas. 
ing international tuition. 

Is the federal government “looking 
to provide equality to international 
students, or is their goal to provide 
[students with] money, so that they 
can raise tuition fees?” he asked. 

In terms of the current situation, 
Soule said he did not see the logic of 
limiting the pilot project to only cer- 
tain regions of Québec. 

“Québec City and Montréal have 90 
per cent of the international students 
in Québec, so the pilot program js 
only available to ten per cent of the 
students,” he said. 

To qualify for the pilot project, stu- 
dents must be over 18 years old, hold 
a valid student visa and be a full-time 
students in good standing at a univer- 
sity outside Québec City or Montréal, 
Students are limited to working no 
more than 15 hours per week. 


Unofficial files kept on campus residents 


JONATHAN WOODWARD 
British Columbia Bure 


VANCOUVER (CUP)—Students living 
in campus housing at universities in 
BC aren't being told their residences 
keep unofficial files on them in online, 
searchable databases. 

Hundreds of student advisors can 
access the files, but the students them- 
selves are not allowed to see them for 
reasons ranging from residence policy 
to provincial privacy law. 

“T's creepy,” said Brian Richard, a res- 
ident of Place Vanier at the University of 
British Columbia (UBC). “You should 
be able to see what's in the file.” 

According to residence discipline, if 
you breach the contract you signed at 
the beginning of the year, you'll get 


written up in a formal report. 


Usually, repeat offenders face fur- 
ther punishment, like eviction. 

But what they aren't told about are 
comments in the system drawn up 
by advisors about the students them- 
selves—even if a formal incident 
hasn't happened. 

Comments could range from “This 
person has never been a good member 
of the floor,” to “Unfortunately I have 
to talk to this guy every other day 
about noise,” said Fred Fotis, director 
of UBC’s housing department. 

Files also include records of dis- 
putes between residents not formally 
recorded. The UBC system is online 
and lists students by name, floor and 
picture. 

“Every office needs to compile 
information to be able to deal with 
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students on an individual basis,” said 
Fotis, adding students “should expect” 
this information to be there. 

At the University of Alberta, over 
100 advisors can write and access com- 
ments, said Darlene Lipinski, assistant 
director of residence administration. 

The comments aren't just used for 


“We have staff [who] 
know whatever's in 
the system is strictly 
for their benefit and 


nobody else’s.” 
DARLENE LIPINSKI, 
U OF A RESIDENCE ADMINISTRATION 
discipline, but also to help the stu- 
dents, she said. With the records, 
advisors can privately record and share 
the ways they help residents through 
sensitive issues like disabilities and 
mental health. Only information 
important to the advisor’s job is writ- 
ten, Lipinski said. 

“We have staff [who] know what- 
ever's in the system is strictly for their 
benefit and nobody else’s,” she said. 

It’s legal for a university to collect 
information about its students without 
their knowledge, said Morag Wilmut 
of BC’s Office of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner. 

But she said the potential for abuse 
grows when it’s an electronic copy. * 

With information accessible at any 
Internet terminal by any residence advi- 
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sor, and with students living with thei 
advisors, “it’s easier for the electronic 
copy to wander around,” she said. 

“It’s a ticking time bomb that could 
lead to breaches of privacy law.” 

When a student requests their infor- 
mation, they might find opinions and 
comments are private information 
belonging to the person who wrote 
them—meaning the University could 
black out the information to protec 
the advisor. 

Residences at the University of 
Victoria have a computer database, but 
advisors can’t access it, said Residence 
Life Co-ordinator Liisa Gibson. 

When an incident is filed, the 
advisor fills out a report and passes 
it to senior staff, who upload it toa 
database. 

While advisors have logbooks, no 
comments are uploaded either as 2 
companion to incident reports or on 
the students themselves. 

“We deal with documented behar- 
iour,” she said. 

Alicia Wight, assistant director of 
Residence Services at the University of 
Calgary, said only high-level staff can 
access the files, but their residences 
are moving away from using the com 
ment system. 

“You'll expect to find it less and 
less,” she said. 

After Canadian University Pres 
inquiries, Wight said the residence 
handbook would be amended to tel 
students comments could be made. 

“We're changing our system,” sht 
said. “It will be in the handbook next 
year.” 
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The Edmonton 
Journalis slowly 


sipping 


Ive ALWAYS THOUGHT that Edmonton has always 
peen a bit lucky. Considering, for example, that we're 
generally a hockey-mad town of less than a million 
people, it’s pretty remarkable that our theatre scene is 
sstrong as it is. Considering we're one of the north- 
emmost large cities in the world, it’s almost incon- 
ceivable that we have such a beautiful river valley. 

One of the other ways we've always been spoiled 
has been with the quality of local media. The 
fdmonton Sun notwithstanding, Edmonton has, 
fora long time, been blessed with an abundance of 
quality media outlets, from CFRN and ITV—no, not 
Global—on television, to a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
major daily and two alternative weekly newspapers. 
All things considered, not bad for a medium-sized 
burg in the middle of essentially nowhere. 

But lately I haven't felt so lucky on the media end 
of things, and it’s mostly because Edmonton’s flagship 
media source, that same Pulitzer-winning Edmonton 
Journal, hasn't been living up to its own high stan- 
dards lately. 

Look: the Journal was never exactly the greatest 
ff paper in North America, but there was a time when 
ff you could stack it up against pretty much any other 
[major city’s daily paper and feel pretty proud—we 
had ourselves a balanced, and above all intelligent, 
paper that produced some of Canada’s top newspaper 

people, from editorial cartoonist Edd Uluschak in the 
1970s to sportswriter Cam Cole nowadays. But, well, 
lately it just isn’t the same. 
Their recent changes to the front page—the addi- 
tion of large, bold, dare I say Sun-esque headlines, 
among other things—seem to be an attempt at play- 
.f ing to the broadest audience possible; or, put another 
way, to the lowest common denominator. While I can 
certainly understand that newspapers are a business, 
and certain concessions have to be made to getting the 
most readers you possibly can, other papers manage 
to be successful without pandering—the Globe and 
Mail, for example, to say nothing of the fact that the 
ff Journal did it for many years as well. 

Of course, there are other things that, subtly and 
slowly, mind you, are taking away from what was 
once a pretty great publication. The addition of the 
desperately-trying-to-be-“cool” ed magazine a few 
years back comes to mind, but the entertainment 
section is another example. Likely through no direct 
fault of the Journal's, to be fair, a stable of talented _ 
and interesting writers has slowly been replaced 
by nationally syndicated wire copy from writers 
in Vancouver or Toronto. Nothing against those 
people, of course, but if I wanted to read what a 
Toronto writer thought of a movie, I would look it up 
online—when I read an Edmonton paper, I'd like an 
Edmonton viewpoint. 

Its disappointing more than anything; what was 
once a fine example of quality journalism is slowly 
slipping into something, well, mediocre. Of course, 
maybe I’m just used to getting more than I should be 
expecting. 


DAVID BERRY 
Opinion Editor 


Pearson was robbed 


Last MONDAY, TOMMY DOUGLAS was officialy 
‘towned the “Greatest Canadian” in the finale of 
(BC’s much-hyped TV show. What a joke. Douglas 
f 2s a good guy, but his major achievement, founding 
Medicare, pales in comparison to the work of our finest 
Ptime minister and finest person, Lester B Pearson. 
Not only was Pearson the one who implemented 
Medicare on a national level, it was his government 
that instituted bilingualism, and he led the drive to 
Make Canada’s flag the Maple Leaf—essentially, he 
shaped how we define ourselves as Canadians. Oh, 
and he also won a Nobel Peace Prize for creating the 
Concept of a UN peacekeeping force, and served as 
Ptesident of the United Nations General Assembly. 
But, you know, coming up with Medicare on the 
Provincial level is big, too. 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Production Editor 
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Correcting a fact 


Regarding “International tuition 
hike makes sense,” (30 November) 
by Ross Prusakowski: please note 
that there is an error with regards to 
the proposed international tuition 
increase. 

The 23.5 per cent is over and 
above the tuition increase faced 
by all students on campus; interna- 
tional studénts are subject to both 
the 23.5 per cent hike and the “regu- 
lar” tuition increase. 


MICHAEL HORLER 
Executive Communications Officer 
Students’ Union 


Prusakowski doesn’t 
understand int'l student 
situation 


As an international student here at 
the University of Alberta, | have a 
few comments to make about Mr 
Prusakowski’s article on the pro- 
posed tuition hike for international 
students (“International tuition hike 
makes sense,” 30 November). 

Ross’ math about tuition and the 
costs of education do have some 
sense in them, but that’s just quot- 
ing fact. His own opinions are grossly 
misinformed. He needs to realize 
that most international students do 
have a mind to stay in Canada for a 
few years after four years of educa- 
tion, but for that they need a work 
permit, and for that they need a job. 
Most Canadian employers are very 
reluctant to offer jobs to just-out- 
of-university international students, 
hence we have no choice but to go 
back home, or to greener pastures 
such as the US. For permanent resi- 
dence, we need to stay in Canada 
for a duration of a few years, but 
without a job we obviously have no 
incentive to. 

Secondly, despite the fact that we 
do not contribute to the economy 
after our education is over, we con- 
tribute greatly to the Canadian GDP 
during the four years of our stay, 
thanks to our countless purchases 
of various goods and services which 
we pay for by converting our home 
currencies into the Canadian dollar. 

And lastly, my friend, internation- 
ally, the U of A portrays itself as one 
of the cheapest and best universities 
available to international students 
in Canada. This was a major factor 
that encouraged me, and I'm sure 
many other international students, 
to attend the U of A. By increasing 
our tuition a huge amount at once, 
the university is backtracking on its 
claims made to us when we were 
looking at prospective universities. 

If the University of Alberta wants 
to keep up the image of “Where 
the world meets,” then increasing 
tuition drastically without warning 
or grandfathering makes no sense, 
despite what Ross Prusakowski 
might have read or heard. 


AMRITANSHU PANDEY 


Science | 


Peppin misses the 
context of the Bible 


While | agree with the majority 
of Tim Peppin’s article (“Don't call 
yourself a Christian—you're not,” 
25 November), | think it’s important 


to look at the context in which his 
selection of Biblical concepts was 
written. 

The commandis given to worship 
the Lord your God, and serve him 
only (Deut 6:13, Matt 4:10). When 
Jesus told a rich man to sell his pos- 
sessions and give to the poor, it was 
to reinforce the above command. 
You cannot serve both God and 
money (Matt 6:24, Luke 16:13). 

This does not mean that one 
cannot enjoy the blessings that one 
has. The apostle Paul wrote that the 
rich are not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope 
in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. They 
are to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and will- 
ing to share (1 Tim 6:17-18). What 
one does with one’s wealth and 
how one prioritizes are the issues. 
Wealth in itself is not evil; the love of 
money is (1 Tim 6:10). 

Regarding families, Jesus said he 
would bring divisions among them 
(Matt 10:35-37). People may choose 
to become Christians, whereas their 
families might not. Regardless, they 
are still required to take care of their 
families (1 Tim 5:5, 8). The point is 
that serving God comes first— 
before family, money or whatever. 

| am uncertain about where Mr 
Peppin finds that one is not to have 
an education. Paul commended 
the Bereans for examining the 
Scriptures every day to see if what 
he said was true (Acts 17:10). “All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, cor- 
recting and training in righteous- 
ness” (2 Tim 3:16). Jesus said “If you 
love me, you will obey what | com- 
mand” (John 14:15). In order to obey 
those commands, one must learn 
what they are. In the same manner 
that the front page of the Gateway 
invited people to read Mr Peppin’s 
entire article before writing, | invite 
him to do the same with God's 
word. 


KRISTIN ANDERSON 
Sociology IV 


ay by 
-Z 


is 


Peppin provided 
‘intellectual stimulation’ 


| just wanted to say thanks to Tim 
Peppin for the article (“Don't call 
yourself a Christian—you're not,” 
25 November); it actually reads like a 
couple of talks | heard from a social 
justicelaction-concerned_ Christian 
socialist man named John Smith 
(the talks were at Greenbelt, for any 
interested parties), especially the 
reference to Jean Valjean. 

| can only say | agree, except that 
| feel that | would say that once 
folk have realized the need to be in 
total service without these things, 
they do well to learn to live in total 
service with these things—for 
example, with houses whose doors 
are open to those who would come 
in, who work to give it all away and 
remain content to be like Job. and 
when they lose it all to be willing to 
stand back and say, “Okay, God was 
with me and he still is. Praise God.” 

But that said, of all that | have read 
in the past six months, | can say that 
Tim highlighted in characteristi- 
cally Gateway comic exaggeration 
the need for Christians to get seri- 
ous about giving up everything as 
the default, and “having” being the 
exception. and the gift. | only hope 
that it wasn’t so severe as to be 
merely preaching to the converted. 
As Karl Marx said, “Philosophers 
to date have only interpreted the 
world in various ways—the point is 
to change it.” 

| trust you will provide intellec- 
tual stimulation for students at the 
U of A for many years to come. 


PETER MACKENZIE 


Alumnus 2003 


Gateway needs more 
Pandas coverage 


As a concerned fan, I’m writing to 
express how disappointed | am 
with the Gateway and University 
Athletics. The Pandas hockey team 
had recently kicked ass in Vancouver, 


PINAL ExAS 
. ee ae 


Tres Dec lii- 
— Dom'l LET THEM LAT YOu... 


but who would know? Definitely 
not any University of Alberta’ stu- 
dents, unless they pay extremely 
close attention to the team, as | do. 

They outshot UBC 99-22 and 
outscored the team 14-0. In my 
opinion, that is very impressive and 
deserves attention. A five-line arti- 
cle is not going to cut it. This team 
is known for winning, and many 
people claim that it is a fact that the 
Pandas hockey team always wins. 
So find new stories and find cre- 
ative ways to promote the team. | 
have not yet seen a team with the 
record that the Pandas hockey team 
has. | think that the team deserves 
credit by acknowledging _ their 
accomplishments. 

Speaking of accomplishment, did 
anyone know that Pandas hockey 
has a_national-team member? 
Probably not. Delaney Collins-Pye 
just represented Canada in our 
most prominent sport. She recently 
returned from the Four Nations Cup, 
and by the way, the reason | knew 
that she went is because | overheard 
in class when she told the prof she 
would be away for a week. Why is 
our University not using this as a 
front-page article? After all, she’s the 
only CIS player on the national team. 
What is the problem and who is to 
blame for this lack of attention? | 
have had the opportunity to attend 
other universities, and | can tell you 
this would not be overlooked any- 
where else. Somebody needs to 
give their head a shake. 


JOSH FARAH 
Phys Ed IV 


Letters should be e-mailed to 
opinion @gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right to 
edit letters for length and clarity, and 
to refuse publication of any letter it 
deems racist, sexist, libelous, or other- 
wise hateful in nature. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the name, student identifica- 
tion number, program, and year of 
study of the author. Anonymous let- 
ters will not be considered. 
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New Year's Resolutions: ¥ 


[] exercise more 
[] calm down 


if 


Es} quit bad habits 


get more dates: 


Be a Quitter. 


Tobacco Reduction Project 


Surely there are better words in the 
English language than ‘mother’ 


DERREK 
GREBINSKI 


Behold, children: the beauty of the 
English language. Isn’t it something, 
twinkling out there in the waning 
3pm dusk of an Edmonton winter? 
Although there are many stirring 
beauties in this crazy world, from the 
timeless power of a mountain range 
to the serenity of the limitless sea, I 
think I can reasonably state, without 
hyperbole, that English is also pretty 
good. 

And apparently I’m not the only 
one who feels so strongly. Recently, 
the British Council, in conjunc- 
tion with the Hopelessly Subjective 
Ranking Federation (HSRF), con- 
ducted a study to find the 70 most 
beautiful words in the English 
language. 

Academics from more than 40 
countries, along with roughly 
35 000 probably illiterate online 
respondents, registered votes in the 
pursuit of an undisputed champion. 
The top ten included such favourites 
as “passion,” “love” and. “eternity,” 
along with “freedom” and “liberty” 
just to make sure that nobody ever 
forgets that the US rules. But, just as in 
any marriage, there can be only one 
winner: in this case, it’s “mother.” 

Mother. Doesn't it just roll off your 
tongue with a delight that would leave 


that are inherently interes 
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‘hippopotamus, but since you 


Ing, tik 


those in a Hallmark greeting card—particularly the 


rear alongside such crap as ‘gum and ‘if”” 


Sigmund Freud salivating like a dog 
if he wasn’t remarkably dead? Wait, 
it doesn't? Perhaps that’s because this 
study isa hilariously stupid exercise that 
is no more valuable than an exhaus- 
tive search to find the World’s Fastest 
Blender. In addition to the blindingly 
obvious potential for bias in research of 
this type, all it does is draw attention to 
the overall dullness of modern society 
when it comes to language. 

Despite the fact that the entire list 
is as schlock-heavy as high-school 
poetry, it’s also typically uncreative. 
Hands up: who is surprised that 
damned near every one of these has 
a romantic connotation? Only once 
we dive well into the pack do we find 
words that are inherently interest- 
ing, like “smithereens,” or “hippo- 
potamus,” but since you won't find 
either of those in a Hallmark greet- 
ing card—particularly the latter, I’m 
guessing—they’re stuck bringing up 
the rear alongside such crap as “gum” 
and “if.” I wish I were kidding about 
those last two. 

So, I guess this is the evolution of 
the language. Most of the civilized 
world has developed an attention 
span that is shorter than The Big Book 
of Jamaican Military Conquests, so it 
should come as no surprise that the 


most beautiful words are also prob- 
ably the first ones that slammed into 
the skulls of the respondents. 

Realistically, though, it’s the way 
things have to be. In this world of 
quickie divorces and instant global 
communication, there’s no time to 
get all flowery. If Shakespeare were 
alive today, that poor son of a bitch 
wouldn't stand a chance in the e-mail 
universe, what with his heavy use of 
polysyllabic terms and, you know, 
punctuation. Make no mistake: there 
are still all kinds of innovative lit 
erature being churned out of bach- 
elor suites around the world, but it; 
the type of thing one has to search 
for instead of having it fall into 
one’s lap. 

But I guess it’s like anything els’ 
where quantity comes before quality 
They don’t build cars like they used 
to, they don’t make movies like they 


used to, and they damned sure donift 


write like they used to. Is it progress 


or just another sign that the world if ‘ 


slanted toward the lowest comma 
denominator so that absolutely 
everyone can feel important withou! 
having to do anything to improve?! 
just don’t know, but I do know this— 
my blender could take your blender 
any time, any place. 
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Minority mentality only hurting 


ethnic groups in the long run 


RAMIN 
OSTAD 


Asa man from Iran, I guess it would 
seem sort of partial if I said it’s really 
difficult to be part of a minority. 
That's an understandable view of my 
opinion, since I couldn't even get on 
a plane in Denver without people 
garing at me or staring at my shoes 
tosee if there was a wire in the back. 
It's increasingly difficult though, 
being the new “black.” Or is it the 
new “Hispanic”? Actually, it’s more 
like the new “Soviet,” since they used 
to be the terrorists in all of Harrison 
ford’s movies. 

The racial phobias of society not- 
withstanding, it isn’t an easy task for a 
child of any visible minority to grow 
up without being aware of the obvious 
stigma placed on his or her kind. The 
telling signs are everywhere: from the 
news and television to the corporate 
and academic worlds, parts of soci- 
ety are structured in ways that instill 
what I call “the minority mentality” in 
people at a very early age. The wide- 
spread knowledge of the treatment 
of minorities causes some of them to 
become complacent underachievers; 
why should they try their best if they 
aren't going to get anywhere? 

There is, however, a much bigger 
problem for minorities, one that 
amplifies this mentality to a greater 


“Organizations like the League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC), the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), and many others like them, have always 
fought their battles—most of them asinine—in an 
aggressively defensive manner.” 


degree. Organizations like the League 
of United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC), the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), and many others like them, 
have always fought their battles—most 
of them asinine—in an aggressively 
defensive manor. Years ago, when 
Dinky, the Chihuahua with a Taco Bell 
fetish, made the phrase “Here lizard, 
lizard, lizard” the butt of many sexual 
innuendos, members of LULAC went 
into an uproar. While I half expected 
them to complain more about the 
small number of Hispanic people 
actually employed there, they instead 
had Gabriel Cazares, president of one 
of their chapters in Clearwater, call it 
“.. a hate crime that leads to the type 
of immigrant bashing that Hispanics 
are up against.” A hate crime? Really? I 
guess that makes Godzilla a bigot. 
Then, of course, there was the 
famous condemnation of Bill Cosby 
by the NAACP in May of this year after 
a speech he made at an event com- 
memorating the 50th anniversary of 
the Supreme Court decision in Brown 
versus the Board of Education. In the 
speech, Cosby stated, “... the lower eco- 
nomic people are not holding up their 
end of this deal. ... They are buying 
things for kids [like] $500 sneakers 


.. and won't spend $200 for ‘Hooked 
on Phonics.’ They're standing on the 
corner, and they can’t speak English. 
.. I blamed the kid until I heard the 
mother talk. Then I heard the father 
talk.” Instead of picking up on Bill’s 
message of illiteracy and ignorance— 
and completely ignoring the obvious 
concern Cosby has shown over the 
years about the image and welfare of 
blacks in America—the NAACP joined 
the lowest common denominator by 
noticing that he criticized the black 
community in a medium that could 
reach the white community. 

Honestly, I am amazed at the 
hypocrisy and ignorance these groups 
demonstrate. They should be telling 
their people to get themselves and 
their children educated. They should 
be making sure that, eventually, there 
will so many members of visible 
minorities who are qualified for high- 
level positions in all industries that 
promoting someone simply because 
they're a white male won't be possible 
anymore. We can’t blame it all on the 
white man either. We have to have 
humility, to see the flaws in ourselves, 
or we as a people will never be able to 
improve. Until we do, it won't be just 
us Middle Easterners who are consid- 
ered good little Soviets. 


Prescription drug problem overblown 


IRIS 
TSE 


Iets do some math: a prescription of 
Nexium, the most popular prescrip- 
tion drug to combat stomach acid, cur- 
rently costs about $90 per prescription 
inCanada. The exact same prescription 
will cost you $120US across the border. 
Now, throw in the fact that Nexium 
should be taken daily, and that a pre- 
scription will most likely last a month, 
and that $30 difference can really add 
up. Granted, youre not going to have 
that nasty acid-reflux problem. But 
‘this kind of price difference is promi- 
nent in other drugs such as Lipitor, the 
Most popular anti-cholesterol drug, 
and Celebrex, the most popular drug 
for arthritis. With prices like these, you 
don't have to be the most pernicious 
Senior to know that youre saving a sub- 
Santial amount of money by buying 
your drugs in Canada. No wonder 
Americans are coming to Canada 
on drug-buying bus trips to fill their 
Prescriptions. 

But, as these tours become more 
Popular and more frequent, one has 
10 question if the Canadian healthcare 
system can really sustain these extra 
People. Anybody who has taken an 
Eoonomics 101 course will remember 
Adam Smith and his invisible hand. 
The premise is simple: a lowering of 
Price will cause an increase in demand, 
hence the busloads of seniors.. But the 
Other side of this equation is that the 
lowering of price will also cause a 


decrease of supply. Currently, the only 
reason our drugs are so cheap is because 
the government forced the prices on 
pharmaceutical companies. Chances 
are the big-name pharmaceuticals 
will throw big hissy fits if they have to 
continue selling their most profitable 
drugs at discount prices. And knowing 
how influential those pharmaceutical 
lobby groups can be, it’s likely they will 
push for increases in drug prices into 
a range that reflects the current vora- 
cious demand. And that can only mean 
increasing ae" for Canadians. 


In addition, t the 
majority of these so- 
called “blockbuster” 


drugs are only 
blockbusters because 


of the effective PR 
machinery run by 
the pharmaceutical 
companies. ... This 

_ entire “drug crisis” is 
more overblown than 
people think. 


Despite the importance of this issue, 
governments on both sides of the 
border are conspicuously ambiguous. 
While Canadian Health Minster Ujjal 
Dosanjh recently stated that “Canada 
cannot be the drugstore of United 
States,” Paul Martin remained nebu- 
lous, showing neither consent nor 
contempt over Dosanjh’s comment 
or the export of prescription drugs. 
George W Bush was characteristically 


vocal, but his argument didn’t hold up 
when he said, “When a drug comes in 
from Canada, I want to make sure it 
cures you and doesn’t kill you.” While 


this is a valid argument that could , 


work for those acquiring their drugs 
from so-called “Canadian” Internet 
pharmacies that are later found to be 
Mexican companies masquerading as 
Canadian, it still doesn’t account for 
the thousands of people making per- 
sonal treks across the border to buy 
their share of Lipitor from Canadian 
pharmacies. 

However, importing drugs from 
Canada is only a short-term solution 
to a short-term problem. The reason 
US citizens pay so much is because 
those drugs are still under patent pro- 
tection. But once the patent expires, 
generic drugs from the US are actu- 


ally cheaper than generic drugs from | 
Canada. In fact, their generic drugs are / 


cheaper than anywhere in the world, 
thanks to free-market competition and 
Adam Smith’s invisible hand. So, in the 
long run, everything is equal. In addi- 
tion, the majority of these so-called 
“blockbuster” drugs are only block- 
busters because of the effective PR 
machinery run by the pharmaceutical 
companies. Most often, similar drugs 
that are already off-patent will provide 
the exact same result at a much lower 
cost. This entire “drug crisis” is more 
overblown than people think. 

While it’s about damn time for both 
governments to take up a clear posi- 
tion on this ongoing drug debate, it’s 
also necessary for them to explain the 
situation clearly. There really is no 
need for busloads of seniors to come 
up to Canada, stock up on prescrip- 
tion drugs, and subsequently crash 
our healthcare system. 
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Society 1 is slowly losing its humanity 


CHAD 
BARTSCH 


As per Hallmark’s calendar, the 
season of giving is upon us. Jingle 
bells are ringing, sleigh bells are jin- 
gling and other clichés are singing. 
Yet in this hectic, get-the-hell-out-of- 
my-way time of the year, an increasing 
number of us are failing to give due 
respect to our fellow human beings. 

Society's collective loss of human- 
ism has been on a disturbingly steep 
spiral towards extinction lately, and it 
has me rethinking why we value our 
“civilized world” so much. 


Last week, before the foregone con- ~ 


clusion that was the provincial elec- 
tion, I was sitting around with some 
business- and  engineering-student 
friends discussing the issues. The con- 
sensus that many of them had arrived 
at was that they were going to vote for 
the party that best represented their 
individual interests. Unfortunately, 
this meant Progressive Conservative. 
When I questioned my predomi- 
nantly affluent friends as to why they 
wouldn't consider other so-called 
“peripheral” issues such as homeless- 
ness, the infamous and under-funded 
Assured Income for the Severely 
Handicapped (AISH) and accessibility 
of postsecondary education, their col- 
lective response was unsettling: “What 
have they done for me lately?” 

At that point, it was almost futile to 
get into a discussion with them about 
universal humanism and the notion 
that all people matter. Not because I 


would almost certainly be branded a 
socialist or communist, but worse yet 
in this perpetually capitalistic society, 
I would be viewed as someone who 
doesn’t believe money is the most 
important thing in this world. 
Nevertheless, this begs the question: 
why is it so appalling that we would 
care more about people as ends in 
themselves than making the bottom 
line grow incrementally? Likewise, 
how is it that some people can surrepti- 
tiously use a human being as a means 
to an end, and then proceed with their 
daily routine as if everything was fine? 
Surely this can’t be a consensus view 


Nevertheless, it is 

clear that the current 
manifestation 

of capitalism is 

not working ina 
universally humanistic 
manner. 


The ruggedly individualistic and 
capitalistic culture of profit that we so 
highly value is slowly killing us. More 
to the point, North Americans expe- 
rience the highest rates of cancer in 
the world. This speaks volumes about 
the way we conduct business in our 
“archetypal” society we like to think 
of as a paradigm for the world. Perhaps 
we're stricken with the disease of the 
affluent. Although a study examining 
the relationship between cancer rates 
and capitalism would be extremely 
difficult and controversial to conduct, 
and nearly impossible to conclusively 
prove, I wouldn't be shocked if a 
strong correlation was found. 


However, before some self. 
righteous person who thinks they haye 
the corner on “economic law” gets thei 
Old Navy boxer-briefs in a wad, let me 
make one thing clear: this doesn’t mean 
that I believe capitalism directly causes 
cancer nor that I advocate a blanket 
adoption of socialism. The market does 
have its place. Nevertheless, it is clear 
that the current manifestation of capi- 
talism is not working in a universally 
humanistic manner. 

Canadians accept a certain level 
of government-instituted humanism 
simply by our residence in this coun. 
try. Our healthcare and social-welfare 
systems are evidence that we, as a cal- 
lective, believe that people are entitled 
to certain inalienable rights. However, 
with an ever-increasing number of 
people in Canada who see America as 
an unblemished model for how society 
should work, I wouldn’t discount the 
possibility of seeing fully privatized 
Medicare or social security imple- 
mented in the foreseeable future, both 
of which would breed conditions ripe 
for the economic exploitation of vast 
numbers people who happen to haye 
lower incomes. 

Despite these dire predictions, please 
don’t cease your holiday traditions of 
sipping eggnog and buying presents 
for loved ones. However, regardless 
of your religion, ethnicity or stance 
on capitalism, bear in mind there are 
those who don’t have what you have, 
So while youre strolling merrily down 
the seemingly endless halls of capital- 
ist wonder, make an effort to view this 
season in light of the humanism it was 
originally intended to bring. Or, at the 
very least, show your human side and 
do something nice for someone who 
hasn’t necessarily done something for 
you lately. 
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|Sometimes stereotypes do come true 


Our vernacular is full of hilarious but 
BE somewhat politically incorrect apho- 
risms. “Mexican standoff.” “Chinese 
B® fire drill.” And I suppose, as of last 
§ week, “Ukrainian election.” Without 
rehashing the gory details of the last 
month of Ukrainian political life, 
the fact is that a quarter of a million 
§ Ukrainians are apparently stubborn 
enough to risk death by hypother- 
mia to shut down their capital (and 
'§ economy) to protest a phony election, 
while an entire region of the country 
is dumb enough to talk about seces- 
F sion in support of it. 

Hmm. Stubborn, and kind of dumb. 
Sounds, well, kind of Ukrainian. Let 
me explain: as a Canadian of Ukrainian 
descent, I know quite a few cantan- 
kerous, irrational Ukrainians; I call 
them “my family.” Now, of course, 
one could argue that these traits are 
not pan-ethnic; perhaps my family is 
just a bunch of pig-headed, misguided 
perogy-lovers who coincidentally 
happen to be Ukrainian. Maybe, but 
arigged election and any number of 


Ukrainian jokes—like the one about 
the Ukrainian guy who locked his 
keys in his car and spent all afternoon 
trying to get his family out—indicate 
otherwise. 


Let me explain: as a 
Canadian of Ukrainian 
descent, I know quite 
afew cantankerous, 
irrational Ukrainians; I 
call them “my family.” 


This is by no means an attack on 
the Ukrainian Diaspora’s collec- 
tive integrity as a whole—all of the 
Ukrainians I know are passionate, 
joyful people with a tremendous 
work ethic, admirable dedication to 
family and surprisingly progressive 
values including environmentalism 
and social justice. But as the stereo- 
type points out, they can be a little, 
um, hard-headed. And, as politically 
incorrect as it is to say so, I humbly 
submit that perhaps, in more cases 
than we like to acknowledge, stereo- 
types might not be so far off. 

Think about it: university students 
are rankled by the idea that they’re 
a bunch of pie-in-the-sky, unre- 
formed Trotskyite pinkos. However, 


when members of the campus wing 
of an ostensibly mainstream politi- 
cal party—I won't mention them by 
name, but suffice it to say that their 
philosophy is basically “No one Dies 
Poor”—distribute Marxist propa- 
ganda like it’s Archie comics, such 
claims are difficult to refute. Similarly, 
while I would never insinuate that an 
individual’s choice of sexual partner 
has any bearing on their vocational 
inclinations, I have observed that I 
tend to be more likely to run into a 
heterosexual while getting transmis- 
sion work done or buying a hammer 
than I am while shopping for khakis 
or getting a haircut. 

I should probably stop before I 
insult anyone else. The point, if I 


have one, is that different groups of | 


people almost always get extremely 
upset when any type of blanket char- 
acteristic is applied to them. And they 
should—generalizations are lazy, 
inaccurate and hurtful. But, just as 
every piece of gossip has a shred of 
truthinit, every overblown stereotype 
had to come from somewhere, and I 
pre-emptively urge my Ukrainian 
friends to take with a grain of salt any 
good-natured jabs at their national 
character that may result from their 
less-than-stellar democratic system. 
Now, I should run before an angry 
mob of Ukrainians find me and fit me 
with a Sicilian necktie. 


Christians still faced with unfair stereotypes 


Ee ’ JUSTIN 
ENNS 


The Christian is thé new seal clubber. 
Not in terms of the person behind the 
word, but the stigma attached to the 
word. In this wonderful age of accep- 
tance and non-discrimination, we now 
use terms such as “physically chal- 
lenged” and “cosmetically different” 
father than their archaic counterparts, 
which I'm not allowed to divulge. 

The aforementioned can be proud 
of who they are, and well they should 
be. And now that they have politically 
Correct terms with which to associ- 
ate, the attractive, white, middle-class 
man will respect them. That is, until 
he attaches a stigma to the new term, 
in which case they'll change the term 
again—no big deal. 

Seal clubbers, though, don’t have 
that luxury. No one has coined the 
phrase “seal spirit-freers” or “fisher- 
men.” And no one should. Clubbers 
deserve a stigma—Christians, on the 
other hand, don’t. 

It's almost getting to the point where 
Christians need a new name so they 
aren't the brunt of so much discrimi- 
Nation. It’s not that they, or dare I say 
we, are ashamed of what we believe. 
It's the negative preconceptions people 
associate with that blacklisted religion 
that make them reluctant to introduce 
themselves as Christians. It’s the preju- 
dice they feel when they say Jesus is 
their homeboy, and actually mean it, 
that makes them cower in a corner 
like the village idiot. 

Contrary to the beliefs of academics, 
Christians are literate and do actually 
Tead. However, when asked who my 
favourite author was, I was afraid to 
Say CS Lewis, and not because people 
think that he only wrote children’s 
books. Instead, I claimed John Fowles, 
the atheist existentialist author, as my 

favourite. Since when has atheism 
been a safer “religion” to align your- 


“It's the ne: 


5, 
bat 


that blacklisted religion that 


like the village idiot” 


self with? From the conversations I’ve 
had, it’s since people started getting in 
a huff about the witch trials. 
Apparently a 350-year-old, shall I say, 
misunderstanding, is grounds to start 
burning Christians at the stake. Or per- 
haps it was the persecution of Galileo 


when he claimed the Earth orbited the » 


sun. I admit the 17th century had some 
crazy, unfortunate times, but come on: 
it’s no longer the 17th century. 

Maybe it’s the preachy, hypocriti- 
cal Christians some people associate 
us with that causes the prejudice. The 
religious fanatic comes to them with 
an air of superiority and pities them 
for being ignorant of the real world. 
In regards to that objection, I agree. 
We are often hypocritical. But please 
understand where we're coming from. 
Christians believe that individuals are 
more than mere mortals. Nations, 
cultures, arts, civilizations—these 


ative preconceptions people associate with 


make the rel 
Make cHAemM rer 


actually mean it, that makes them cower in a corner 


are mortal. All well-meaning Bible 
thumpers want to do is help “unbe- 
lievers” realize their immortality. 

It’s like a man who has discovered 
the cure for cancer: he tells everyone 
he sees: about it, but no one listens. 
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So he keeps trying to give away this 


miraculous remedy, meanwhile get- 7 


ting pushed down and beaten up, 


until finally someone accepts it. He's so 7 


happy he has a new friend who won't 
die from cancer, but he doesn’t stop— 
after a moment's rejoicing, he gets back 
on the street until everyone knows that 
there is a better way to live. I under- 
stand that not everybody wants a cure 


for cancer, but I can also appreciate the | 


tenacity of those Christians who soci- 
ety has not beaten into submission. 

All this is to say don’t judge us and 
don't put us in a 17th-century box. 
After all, Christians are supposed to be 
the judgemental ones. 
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Facts about the human body 


10 Shivering is nature's way of telling you that you're scared of a ghost, 


or a monster. 


9 Contrary to popular belief, our closest cousins are not actually chim- 
panzees, but other humans born to our aunts and uncles. 
8 Wearing gold chains over an undershirt will stimulate the growth of 


thick, dark chest hair. 


7 The body only requires oxygen when it’s alive. 

6 The vagina dilates twice during the miracle of birth: once to allow the 
baby to be born, and once so the stork can crawl in and leave it there. 

5 Ofall the muscles in the body, the tongue is the one most commonly 
used by hitchhikers to pay truckers for rides. 

4 Just over os per cent of the brain is used for thinking about what per- 
centage of the brain is used to think about a certain thing. 

3 Kidney stones are commonly caused by shoving stones through the 
end of the penis and up into the kidneys. 

2 The pancreas was invented in 1874 by Dr Reginald Pancreas. 

1 Farting is actually caused by the brave lil’ tugboats of the lower 


intestine. 


| BONUS FEATURES: 
) © Stainless Stee! Appliances 
® Laminate Flooring 
Pat your money to work. Invest in a brand new 
/nome with all the bells and whistles. 


¢ 7 appliances included 
| © Heated Underground Parking 
e Free onsite Fitness room 
_ ¢ Satellite TV roughed in 
e Two blocks to LRT 
~—15 mins to U of A 


‘visit sates centre for details 


60% 
SOLD 
OUT! 


"visit our sales office 
at 12838-65 Street 


475.5780 
www.thebonavista.com _ 


see website or sales office for details) 


10 Opinion 


thursday, 2 december, 2004 


GATEWAY OPINION 


Carpet bombing your beliefs twice a week since 1910 


: Student Tax Information — 
SOW VETE)) (Gn Bear track 


The T2202A (Tuition and Education Amount Certificate) 
Tax Forms to students for the 
2004 tax year. Instead, 

: in February 2005. 


The exact date that the 2004 12202A will be available on 
Bear Tracks will be advertised on the Office Registrar and 
Student Awards website at www.registrar.ualberta.ca 


= logon to 8: 
BEAR TRACKS navigate to 
follow the link | 


Weicome to Bear Tracks 


You are using a web based application that may contain confidential material, To ensure this Rformation is protected, you 
qust fog off the system and Close te browser when you are Snished. 
For additional protection, delete all temporary internet fies associated veith your session when you jeave the computer. 


HAMHER Heal, SUCH as address, phone number and password. Check for financial holds 
203A fax form, 


“SSE, «View course listings and search for specific class sections. 


Note: when you file your tax return it is not necessary to submit 
the printed form. However, if you require the printed form you can 
download it from Bear Tracks and print it. 


"Ws Convenient, t's Quick = 


REFRESHING 
UPPORT FOR 
STUDENTS 


The University of Alberta, 
the Students’ Union and Coca-Cola® 
are proud to announce that their 
partnership has generated a total of 


$3,328,870.69 


in just six years of the 
Exclusive Cold Beverage agreement. 


Here is how these funds 
are reaching students: 


*],255,826.60 
|,255,826.60 
279,072.58 
338,241.91 
139,903.00 
60,000.00 


*3,328,870.69 


Financial Aid 
Student Awards 
Graduate Studies 
Students’ Union 
Activation Fund 
Coke Scholarships 


Grand Total 


ats 
——— 


Caabola, & AT BERTA 


PHILIP 
HEAD 


I would like to think that my imme- 
diate family is relatively intelligent. 
However, every Christmas at least one 
of them will prove to me that the gift 
they most require is that of common 
sense. You see, every year I seem to 
receive at least one gift certificate from 
somebody. 

Gift certificates are the gift of 
choice for those who feel obligated to 
give a gift to someone but who don’t 
know the person well enough to 
actually know what they enjoy. This 
is particularly common with distant 
relatives who, although they may not 
have seen you for years and have no 
knowledge of your desires beyond a 
vague sense of “music” or “clothes,” 
feel duty-bound to spend money 
on you out of a sense of family or 
Christmas spirit. 

Now here’s a crazy idea: maybe 
instead of sending your third cousin 
or niece or whoever a piece of paper 
redeemable at some random store, 
make a point to visit them over the 
holidays, or even send them a letter 
or call them on the phone. This way, 


PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: IRIS TSE, LEANNE BROWN, MIKE LIU AND MATT FREHNER 
THANKS FOR NOTHING Wow, a gift that’s both impersonal and impractical! 


Gift certificates are the worst presents ever 


you can actually get to know your 
relations and develop relationships 
with them. Which do you think a 
person will treasure more in the 
years to come: a long-forgotten CD, 
or a friend? 

Gifts of money have always seemed 
hollow, but at least cash is somewhat 
practical. Gift certificates, though, 
manage to possess the same lack of a 
personal touch as cash with none of 
its benefits. 5 

The litany of negative aspects to 
gift certificates is mind-boggling. 
Certificates can only be used at one 
store, preventing you from shopping 
around to obtain lower prices or a 
better selection. What happens if you 
were to get a $5 certificate from three 
different people for three different 
music stores? Since you can’t combine 
the certificates you are forced to buy 
things from three different stores, 
even if you only wanted one item. Gift 
certificates also expire, meaning that 
your shopping schedule is predeter- 
mined, and should that window for 
shopping pass, the only one getting a 
present is the company. 

Certificates are also a waste of 
resources. Unlike money, which is 
continually circulated, gift certificates 
are only used once, resulting in tons of 
little plastic cards and pieces of paper 
ending up in landfills. Ever wonder 
how companies can make money on 
certificates when those fancy cards 


must have some manufacturing cost 
associated with them? Perhaps the 
answer lies in the fact that many stores 
no longer give change from purchases 
made with certificates. Thus, in order 
to get the full value of your gift, you 
must purchase an item which costs 
more than the value of the certificate, 
with the difference coming out of 
your pocket. 

If youre really afraid that the blouse 
youte getting for cousin Sarah might 
be too small or the wrong colour, just 
keep the receipt and exchange it later. 
Unlike other unwanted items, you 
often can’t get a refund on gift certifi- 
cates, plus people will know exactly 
how much you spent on the gift. If 
youre afraid to send money through 
the mail for fear of theft, take heart, 
as there is this wonderful invention 
known as the personal cheque which 
is not only secure, but can be depos- 
ited directly into a bank account. 

The only people who could possi- 
bly benefit from a gift certificate are 
the miserly. If you have a relative who 
never spends money on themselves, 
using a gift certificate can force them 
to pamper themselves. However, 
rather than giving misers a certificate 
and getting them to buy themselves 
something, you could go shopping 
with them, allowing you to actually 
spend time with them. 

And so to all my relatives out there, 
Iam not certifiable. 


Militant vegans are ruining it for the rest of them 


PATRICK 
ROSS 


On Yellowhead Trail, if you look hard 
enough, you'll find a billboard that 
reads “Meat causes cancer.” 

This is a half-truth. It is true that 
certain lifestyle choices popularly 
associated with eating meat—like 
eating too much of it, for example— 
can cause cancer. But this billboard 
doesn’t provide us with this infor- 
mation. Nope—it’s content to tell us 
“Meat causes cancer.” Oh, and one 
other thing: “Go vegan.” 

Of course, there's nothing wrong 
with veganism. All in all, it’s a fairly 
courageous lifestyle choice, given all 
the potential health risks, not to men- 
tion the potential social repercussions 
of being a vegan in what is largely a 
carnivorous culture. Swearing off 
animal products in a society where 
we have a McDonald’s on every other 


corner certainly must require some 
degree of fortitude. But that’s all it is: a 
lifestyle choice. 

This billboard is an example of the 
tactics that certain vegans use to pro- 
mote their beliefs—or to force them 
on other people. It’s a shame, because 
they certainly hurt the respectability 
and credibility of their fellow vegans. 

Let's call them “militant-protest 
vegans.” They're the same kind of 
people who show up to a rally in sup- 
port of Canadian cattlemen with a sign 
that reads “I hate Alberta beef,” and 
then get all emotional when you eat a 
bacon double cheeseburger in front of 
them. Love that sweet, sweet bacon. 

It’s a ludicrous statement that basi- 
cally amounts to saying, “Respect my 


‘beliefs while I summarily disrespect 


yours.” Or, in the case of beef-rally 
protestors, attack your ability to make 
a living—wow, that’s all-class. 

But maybe more troublesome than 
all of this is the haughtiness of these 
people. Consider this: the couple 
also. on the billboard—vegans, one 
assumes—are remarkably good look- 
ing. They're both dressed in all white, 
and they both look exceedingly regal 


and artistic. And well they should: 
they're sensitive! There’s apparently 
an element of vegans who would have 
us believe that they're prettier, more 
compassionate and more intelligent- 
than many of us lowly non-vegans, 
and on top of all this, they’re less likely 
to die of cancer. Playing off of a public 
fear of a malignant disease in order to 
promote ethical and moral beliefs is 
really classy, too, by the way. 

For all the well-intentioned, respect 
able vegans, of which there are many, 
I sympathize. Militant vegans have 
seemingly become the self-appointed 
spokespeople of veganism. It really 
is a shame that so many good and 
honest people—like most vegans, one 
assumés—are seemingly being over 
shadowed by a few who are little other 
than loud, smug and obnoxiously self- 
righteous. 

A personal fantasy of mine is t0 
take some of these militant vegans to 
Africa, convince them to teach tigers 
to eat soy beans and tofu, then just sit 
back with a big bag of—buttered— 
popcorn and watch-the fun unfold. 

Just don’t forget to tell mister tiger 
that meat causes cancer. 
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Klein knows how to be a Canadian leader 


JARED 
MILNE 


with another provincial election 
behind us, Ralph Klein has won yet 
again, albeit with a reduced major- 
ity, Whether you like his policies or 
not, and I certainly don’t, you have to 
respect Klein for his political savvy, 
and also for doing a relatively good 
job at the balancing act most. political 
Jeaders in Canada have to deal with. 

Hard as it may be to believe, Klein 
ejected ideas proposed by people on 
the far right. Just look at the notion of 
the Alberta “firewall,” which Klein 

has so far refused to support. That’s a 

proposal made by diehard right-wing 
Albertans like the Byfields, and Klein 
wouldn’t support it because he knew 
most of the rest of Alberta wouldn't 

support it. We all notice, of course, 
the Alberta Alliance and its far-right 
supporters who “blame Ralph,” even 
as citizens on the left criticize Klein 

for his policies of spending cuts and 
privatization. 

Being a Canadian political leader 
offers an interesting challenge: you 
have to try and appear as a defender of 
your province, your group, or what- 
ever other entity you claim to lead, 
while also trying to avoid appearing as 
ifyou don’t care about the good of,the 
rest of the country or anyone else who 
might have a stake in what you do. 

Given that this is a conservative 
province, Klein cut the budget, as 
most of us expected, and we sup- 
ported him for it. He also continued 
the Albertan tradition of criticizing 


the federal government for suppos- 
edly taking too much of Alberta’s oil 
wealth, something he needs to do to 
keep his base of support in this proy- 
ince. But he also rejected far-right 
policies that he knew would get him 
in trouble—the firewall agenda would 
have created a lot of conflict with an 
electorate that probably doesn’t want 
it in the first place. Besides, he’d look 
bad on the national stage, as well; he'd 
be compared—unfavourably—with 
the separatist movement in Québec. 

Klein handled the act of keeping a 
broad base of support well, all while 
defending the interests of the people 
he represents and avoiding seeming 
too self-interested and uncaring for 
the needs of other interested parties 
and the country as a whole. Of course, 
he’s slipped up in the last little while, 
and he should be criticized for that. 
But the job he has to do is common 
across Canada. 

Federalist Québec politicians know 


So, | was cruising down St Albert Trail 
on my way home the other evening, 
and what | saw made me do a double 
take right there along the highway. 
The single most amazing billboard 
advertisement ever in the history of 
Christmas. In one sentence, Kingsway 
Garden Mall encapsulated everything 
that is wrong with the Christmas holi- 
day: “Come Shop All Ye Faithful.” 

Am | the only person who thinks 
that it’s fantastic that Kingsway had 
the balls to finally drop the pretense? 
At long last, they've come out of the 
consumerist closet and shown the 
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this as well as anyone. If you don’t 
stand up for Québec and its needs, 
you're accused of being a sellout. But if 
you don’t try and work with the rest of 
Canada, then you leave yourself open 
to accusations of only caring about 
your province. Québécois politicians 
from Cartier to Laurier to Lesage to 
Dion have had to do this. 

Aboriginal political leaders have to 
do this as well. They need to stand up 
and defend the rights of their people, 
as the people have every right to 
expect them to. On the other hand, 
they have to keep in mind the percep- 
tions of non-Natives involved in what- 
ever they're doing. 

It's a balancing act, and one 
Canadian leaders have had to handle 
since Confederation. Not everyone 
succeeds—even the best at the game 
make mistakes—but those who do are 
usually the ones who have done the 
best for both the people they represent 
and Canada as a whole. 
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us publique © 
Saturday, Jan 

world what they really think about the A 
holiday season. And it’s a wondrous 
vision that we can all.be proud of. 

It isn’t about Jesus Christ; it isn’t 
about Hanukkah. Heck, it isn’t even 
about Kwanzaa. It’s about celebrat- 
ing that most holy thing of all. “Come 
Shop All Ye Faithful.” 

Kingsway Garden Mall, where the 
consumerist congregation can come 
and pray to the almighty power of 
profit. Where we can worship waste 
and gorge ourselves on greed. | think 
we've finally been shown just how 
capitalism has killed God. Amen. 


SCOTT C BOURGEOIS 


No sack beatings are ever actually 
administered. 


4-6PM - FREE 


A career you can 
grow with! 


OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 


Ie 
Va 


help 


work. 
abv0ad 


cvVveéa 


"Occupational therapists and 


professionals in all types of 


Rehabilitative Medicine are 


highly sought after." 


Statistics Canada 


og Me, 
iss Me, / 


(iss Me, 
Xog Me, 
Kog Me, a 


Kiss ond | 
Caress Me 


www.ot.ualberta.ca 


POWERPLANT Grush On Fridays 


é 
» A Service For Students, Staff, 
AF restaurant & bar DANCE TO ALL YOUR FAVOURITE HITS. 


Alumni And Guests 


thursday, 2 december, 2004 


KNOW 


y love affair with poker began with the 1998 
movie Rounders. | was inexplicably attracted 
to the challenge the. game presented—it 
looked fun, dangerous and sexy all at once. 
| wasn’t unique, either—the release of the 
movie coincided with the explosion in popularity that poker 
has seen recently. Ask around amongst the current gener- 
ation of poker players and you’d be hard-pressed to find 
someone who couldn’t quote you at least three lines out of 
the movie. 

Of course, my friends and | were underage at the time, 
so we headed over to the nearest dollar store and promptly 
bought a hefty number of red, white and blue plastic poker 
chips. Our high-school sized bankrolls limited our losses to 
about $5 a night. This relatively small amount of money didn’t 
discourage us from being ultra-competitive, though—in fact, 
the primary currency being exchanged 
during our games was pride. 

| began to envelop myself with the 
theory behind the game. | bought all the 
poker books | could find, among them, 
Brunson’s Super System, Caro’s Book 
of Tells, and Sklansky’s The Theory of 
Poker. | learned about the mathematics 
behind each decision, the mentality of 
the winning player, and ways to opti- 
mize profit by randomizing betting pat- 
terns. | found online message boards 
filled with fellow poker enthusiasts, 
and began discussing my newfound 
theories with the pros. 

All of this wealth of strategy, of course, was going wasted, 
being used on my friends and the small-time home games 
that we played. It was still a fun social experience, but | was 
itching to test out my strategy in a more competitive arena 
as | patiently awaited my 18th birthday. 


THE FIRST TIME 


If watching Rounders was my first date with poker, then 
going to the casino for the first time was like finally getting 
laid. Oddly enough, the first time | found myself sitting down 
at a real poker table wasn’t in a conventional casino—it was 
at the temporary Klondike Days casino that sets up shop 
in the Agricom. A group of us had just come from watching 
a hypnotist, and as my buddies went off to the blackjack 
table, | put my name on the waiting list for a seat at the 
$3-$6 Hold ’Em table they had running. A few moments 
later, | had purchased $120 worth of chips—exactly 20 times 
the big bet, just like they say to do in the books. | was ready 
to play. 

| had never risked that much money before, and though | 
had gone over the scenario a thousand times in my head, | 
still found my fingers trembling as | took a peek at my first 
cards. Junk. | folded that hand, and probably close to 20 


hands after that. The table banter was pleasant enough— 
there was a healthy mix of young and old players at the 
table, all of whom seemed to be there to have a good time 
rather than to win money, which, I’d read, is exactly the type 
of player to seek out. 

Finally, | found myself in a position to play. | got dealt 
a pair of fives in my two-card hand, and called with them. 
There were seven or eight other players in the pot with me, 
and about $25 in the pot. The flop came, an A-5-2 rainbow, 
giving me a well-concealed three of a kind, a very power- 
ful hand in poker. My heart felt like it was about to jump 
through my chest, and all | could picture was a massive pile 
of chips being pushed in my direction. There was a bet and a 
few callers, and | called without raising—a textbook example 
of feigning weakness in the hopes of being able to entice 
more players to stick around. 


If watching Rounders was my first 
date with poker, then going to the 
casino for the first time was like 
finally getting laid. 


Six players remained to see the turn card—it was a two, 
which is an absolutely marvelous card to see. It gave me 
a full house, and also had a good chance of having sig- 
nificantly improved the hands of the other players. My head 
began to spin with all the possibilities—I could be beaten 
by: someone holding a pair of twos in their hand, or a pair 
of aces. | ruled it out, and | raised the bet. My hands were 
shaking so badly | nearly knocked over the clever little pyra- 
mid of chips I’d constructed. I’d read that making pyramids 
out of your chips will intimidate your opponents, so | wanted 
to keep the structure intact. | must have looked like a ghost, 
and it’s a miracle that none of my opponents were able to 
pick up on my obvious excitement. 

Three players were left for the river card. The remaining 
five hit the board, giving me four of a kind, the absolute, 
stone-cold, mortal nuts (ie, the best hand available). In ret- 
rospect, my excitement seems quaint and naive, but at the 
time, it was all | could do not to scream. Immediately, there 
was a bet and a raise. | re-raised, and when all was said and 
done, there was a sizable $150 pot in front of us. 

Both players showed twos, giving each of them a full 
house—inferior to my four of a kind. | revealed my hand in 
a sheepish, almost apologetic manner. Predictably, the table 
went into a frenzy over the four of a kind, even though my 


full house would have been more than enough to win the 
hand. | barely even heard the chorus of “nice hand” and “| 
knew he had it.” | was focused on one thing: the win. 


BEYOND THE CARD ROOM 


That first night at Klondike Days wouldn’t be the last time 
| went to the casino. The more | frequented the casino, the 
more comfortable | felt at the table. Over time, the novelty 
of going to the casino wore off. It became just another week- 
end excursion—only instead of spending copious amounts 
of money, | was making it. It was still fun, just not as thrill. 
ing. After all, a $3-$6 table isn’t all that difficult to beat, and 
| was yearning to try something different. 

Then one night in the early summer, | decided to try some- 
thing new. Using my credit card, | could play poker online at 
any hour of the day, without leaving the 
comfort of my own home. Moreover, | 
was able to play multiple tables at 
once—| could handle as many as three 
at a time, and had heard stories of play- 
ers working five or more. 

The increased convenience of online 
poker increased the amount of poker | 
was playing dramatically—| was putting 
in hours at an alarming rate. For the: 
first two months of my summer, poker 
was my primary source of income, and 
subsequently created quite a conspicu- 
ous employment gap on my resumé. Ir 
enjoyed being able to wake up when 
| pleased and deciding my own hours and schedule. It 
was ideal—except for the fact that | hated it. The game 
had become mundane, and all the excitement and danger 
that had attracted me in the first place had been removed. 
Instead, it was replaced by a constant grind—I was tirelessly 
working against the percentage that the online casinos were 
taking. The online phase of my poker career ended as sud- 
denly as it had started. 


KNOW WHEN TO WALK AWAY 


Poker remains a hobby for me, and | still occasionally venture 
over to one of the four local casinos for late-night rendez- 
vous. A lot of people confuse poker with games like black- 
jack and roulette—games of chance. These games guarantee 
long-term losses, since the mathematical edge is always in 
favour of the casino. There is luck to be had in poker, cer- 
tainly—even the best players in the world can encounter 
an insurmountable run of bad cards. | maintain, however, 
that poker has a lot more in common with games like chess 
and backgammon—games of skill and strategy. The game 
requires an attractive blend of patience, study and, above 
all, self-control. As a lifestyle, it’s dangerous. As a hobby, it’s 
fulfilling. And as a game, it’s beautiful. 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 


lately, it seems that the world has become 
enamoured with poker. It’s hard to channel 
surf and not come across a tournament at 
least once a week. In fact, the main event at 
the World Series of Poker, far and away the 
most prestigious poker event in the world, 
has seen registration go from 512 players-in 
2000 to over 2500 this year. Events on the 
famous World Poker Tour are being given 
prime TV slots, and the growing interest 
doesn’t seem to be slowing down. 


Inreality, the term “poker” refers to an entire 
genre of card games, the most popular and 
widely played of which is Texas Hold ‘Em. 
The game has its own dialect that is virtually 
incomprehensible to the uninitiated masses. 
To help cope with the lingo used by card 
sharks, here’s a glossary of some of the more 
commonly used Texas Hold ’Em terms: 


Pot: the collection of all the money that has 
been wagered, which the players are compet- 
ing to win. 


Rake: the amount that the house will take 
from the pot, usually five per cent to a maxi- 
mum of $5. 


House: the establishment where the game is 
being played, usually the casino. 


Blinds: a forced bet made by the first two 
players to the left of the button. This is used 
to create the pot. 


Button: signifies the player who will make 
the last betting decision. At the completion 
ofeach round, the button will rotate one seat 
to the left. 


Hole cards: the first two cards which are dealt 
to the players. These cards are kept secret, 
and may only be used by the player holding 


are dealt. 
Flop: the first three community cards, which 


are dealt simultaneously. There is a round of 
betting after they are dealt. 


them. There is a round of betting after they 


Turn: the fourth community card dealt. There 
is a round of betting after it is dealt. 


River: the fifth and final community card 
dealt. There is a final round of betting after it 
is dealt, after which a winner is determined. 


Community cards: the five cards dealt face- 
up, which may be used in conjunction with a 
player’s hole cards to make the best possible 
five-card hand. : 


$3-S6: the most common stakes at which 
Texas Hold ’Em is played. The first amount 
refers to the size of the bets during the first 
two rounds of betting, and the second refers 
to the size during the final two rounds. 


Bet: to make the first wager during a round of 
betting, which opponents can respond to by 
either calling, raising, or folding. 


Check: to refrain from putting money in the 
pot, yet remain in competition for the pot. 
Essentially, a bet of zero. Used only when 
no bet has yet been made during the current 
betting round. 


Call: to match the amount of the bet made, 
and remain in competition for the round. 


Raise: to increase the amount being wagered. 
There can be a maximum of three raises in a 
betting round. 


Fold: to release your hole cards and drop out 
of competition for the current pot. 


Showdown: after the final betting round on 
the river, all remaining players who have not 
folded compare their hole cards. The player 
who makes the best five-card hand, using 
any combination of their two hole cards and 
the five community cards, will win the pot. In 
the event of a tie, the pot is divided amongst 
the players with the best hands. 


Nuts: slang for the best possible five-card 
had considering the five available community 
cards. 
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Hoops Bears welcome starting post back from injury} 


FILE PHOTO: DANLAZIN 
DRIVING The Bears will try to elbow their way into first place this weekend. 


Scott Gordon getting 
back in form as Bears 
prepare to host Dinos 


PAUL OWEN 
Sports Writer 


About the only good news for the 
Golden Bears basketball team after 
splitting a disappointing series against 
the Lethbridge Pronghorns last week- 
end is the return of starting post 
Scott Gordon. After missing five and 
a half weeks with a dislocated shoot- 
ing finger, Gordon played sparingly 
in Lethbridge, wearing a cast on his 
injured hand, but is feeling no pain. 

“It’s feeling pretty good. Once I get 
playing it goes to the back of my mind. 
It affects my shooting and catching, 
but it feels good,” said Gordon. 

Coach Don Horwood expects 
Gordon to add a little scoring punch 
to a Bears lineup that has had trouble 
finding the basket this season; how- 
ever, it will take a little time for him to 
adjust to being back in the lineup. 

“Scott gives us another potential 
scoring threat in the post. Once we get 
enough threats in the post ... we get 
more open shots. It changes the whole 
dynamic [of our offense],” Horwood 
said. “We need more scoring and more 
rebounds from Scott, but I-don’t think 
he’s 100 per cent comfortable with his 


hand and it'll take him a little while to 
get that feel back. He'll give us more 
than were getting from some of our 
other post players.” 

While Gordon and the Bears will 
need some time to fully adjust to his 
return, his teammates said they're 
looking forward to him getting back 
into form. 


“Were inconsistent. 
We don't get out- 
rebounded, but we get 
out-rebounded at key 
times, ee the games 
are close.... 


DON HORWOOD, 
GOLDEN BEARS HEAD COACH 


“It’s a bit of an adjustment to have 
Scott back on the floor this weekend. 
Guys weren't used to having him out 
there anymore,” said guard Gavin 
Fedorak. “We want his 20 points and 
ten boards per game. I think he'll get 
back there but it'll take him a little 
longer than he thought to get his 


~ touch back.” 


Gordon had best be quick about 
getting his touch back, as the Calgary 
Dinos (4—2) come to town to face the 
Bears (4-2) tomorrow and Saturday 
at 7pm in the Main Gym. The Bears 


are hoping to play like the team 
that downed the seventh-rankeq 
Saskatchewan Huskies in Saskatoon in 
early November, and not the team tha fll 
handed Lethbridge (1-7) their only 
win of the season thus far. 

“We're inconsistent. We don} 
get out-rebounded, but we get out 
rebounded at key times, when the 
games are close, and I believe Cal gary i 
has a bit of an edge in rebounding” 2 
said Horwood. “Our lack of i intensity 
could be a product of fear, so we're 
afraid to [be aggressive] and reacting 
instead of taking it to them.” 

Gordon will try to help addres 
those problems in his first games a 
home in nearly two months. 

“Tm kinda rusty, but I’m going tobe 
working on my shot and bring a lot of 
boards, pump a lot of energy into theft 
team this weekend,” Gordon said. 

For a team that has been without 
two starters in Gordon and injured 
post Phil Sudol, the Bears are star. ffl! 
ing a golden opportunity in the face 
this weekend. A pair of wins would 
send them to the top of Canada Wests 
Central Division and into a tie for 
top spot in the conference with this 
Victoria Vikes (6-2). 

“Missing our starting two post 
all year and being in a position to be 
number one in our division—I'd take 
that,” Fedorak said. “With Scott back 
we're right where we thought wep! 
should be.” 


Hockey Bears — favourites 
against visiting Pronghorns 


MICHAEL KLARAY 
Sports Writer 


Following another four-point week- 
end, the Golden Bears hockey squad 
is hoping to feast upon the lowly 
Lethbridge Pronghorns this weekend 
at Clare Drake Arena in their last pair 
of games before the Christmas break. 

Halfway through the regular 
season, the top-ranked Bears, who sit 
atop the Canada West standings with a 
record of 13-1-0, have already built up 
a six-point lead over the second-place 
Manitoba Bisons (9-3-2), and a whop- 
ping 16-point lead over the Calgary 
Dinos (4-6-2), who sit second in the 
Mountain Division. 


“We have to be really 
careful not to prepare 
based on what's 
happened in the past.” 


ROB DAUM, 
GOLDEN BEARS HEAD COACH 


This weekend, the Bears will be 
heavy favourites against the second-last 
place Pronghorns, who sport a dismal 
2-11-1 record. The last time these 
teams played each other, the Bears 
won both games handily, outscoring 
their opponents 18-3. But despite the 
obvious mismatch, Bears head coach 
Rob Daum insisted that he’s not taking 
anything for granted. 

“We have to be really careful not 
to prepare based on what’s happened 
in the past,” he said. “We have had 
weekends where we have been really 
successful against Lethbridge and it’s 
looked easy, and the next time we don’t 
play quite as well and they play much 


better, and its been a real battle.” 

If the Bears do put on another offen- 
sive show this weekend, the line of 
right-winger Steve Shrum, centre Brad 
Tutschek and left-winger Ben Kilgour 
might be expected to be the stars of 
the show. In the last four games, the 
line has combined for an impressive 18 
points, including a one-game seven- 
point performance against Manitoba 
two weekends ago. Shrum said there’s 
no secret to his line’s recent good 
fortune. 

“All three of us are committed to 
working together and killing off each 
game and each period,” he said. “Just 
working together I think is the main 
thing that has contributed to our suc- 
cess so far.” 

Shrum, who returned from injury 
after missing the first seven games of 
the season, was placed with Kilgour 
and Tutschek three weeks ago in 
Saskatchewan. However, the line was 
not an instant success. 

“We had a week and half together 
where we didn’t really get things 
going, but the last couple weekends 
we're really starting to click and work 
together as a unit,” said Shrum. “We 
have had some success and we are 
trying to build on that going into 
Christmas break against Lethbridge.” 

Daum said he’s not surprised at all 
by the line’s recent success. 

“They seem to compliment each 
other,” he said. “They've been very 
solid, and they should be good offen- 
sively if you look at what they bring to 
the table.” 

The three players and the rest of 
the Bears will try to keep up their hot 
streak against the ice-cold Pronghorns 
tomorrow and Saturday night. 
Opening faceoff for both games is 
7:30pm at Clare Drake Arena. 


Whitecourts first family of wrestlings 
brings fighting spirit to Alberta squad 


ROSS PRUSAKOWSKI 
Sports Writer 


Anyone who has grown up with sib- 
lings has probably experienced the 
fighting that goes along with being 
around someone all the time. But while 
most of us lose the opportunity to reg- 
ularly smack our siblings as we grow 
up, Heidi and Anthony Kulak are still 
afforded the opportunity to engage in 
some good old-fashioned family scuf- 
fling, courtesy of the Golden Bears and 
Pandas wrestling squad. 

However, it’s not just the Kulaks 
who get something out of the deal; the 
University of Alberta wrestling team 
has benefited greatly from having 
Whitecourt, Alberta’s “first family of 
wrestling” represent them. The current 
crop of Kulaks has amassed an impres- 
sive medal haul between them, and 
when you add in an older brother who 
previously passed through the Alberta 
ranks, all of them have captured 
national championships in their time 
with the U of A or in Whitecourt. 

“ln a sense it’s sort of like the family 
sport; our older brother started wres- 
tling and we all just sort of got fun- 
neled into it,” says Anthony. 

“LI was getting beat up by my broth- 
ers, so I started going out to wrestling 
so I could defend myself from them,” 
Heidi says with a chuckle. “Then I 
found that I enjoyed it and just stuck 
with it and decided to compete in it.” 

It seems the choice to get into wres- 
tling competitively was a wise one for 
the Kulaks, who were both undefeated 
throughout November. According to 
Alberta head coach Vang Ioannides, 
the Kulaks’ success comes from the 
pure enjoyment they get out of the 
sport, their deceptive strength and 


the competitive nature each possesses 
when they hit the mat. 

“Sometimes they actually wrestle 
together and those are probably some of 
the fiercest matches,” says Ioannides. 


“Lwas getting beat up by 
my brothers, so I started 
going out to wrestling 
so I could defend myself 
from them.” 


PANDAS WRESTLER HEIDI KULAK 


“They push each other very hard; 
their expectations for each other are 
very high and I think having the two 
of them together makes both of them 
better.” ; 

“Wrestling against each other is a 
good stress relief because we get along 
really well at home,” says Heidi. “So 
if there’s ever any tension between 
us over anything at home we can just 
come on the-mat and deal with it and 


FAMILY FEUD Anthony and Heidi Kulak practice against each other. 
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then go home and laugh about it.” 
“T feel like we have the same g 
so that when we're fighting a 
each other, that comes out and it's lie 
I'm fighting myself, because neititt 
of us will back down,” says Anthoij 
“I know that any point I get on he 
it’s like the best point I scored, it w& 
a perfect technical point and it we 
something I really had to fight 
because nothing comes easy.” 4 
What does come easy for the twos 
the nature of their relationship be " 
the stress of competition. They sttés 
how much they appreciate the laf 
that they can both compete and Ii ie 
together during such an importa an 
part of life. 7 
“T think a lot of people have difl 

ent relationships with their sibling 
You move away and go to school all 
you don’t always go to the same pla ' 
as your brother or sister,” says Heit 
“T think for us it’s great to be ablet 
share this time of our lives togetll 
and also to be able to share that till 
on the mat.” 
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JABETH VAIL, 
forts Writer diy 
Bishop didn’t pay her tuition like 
ost other students did. While others 
ny have slaved their summer away 
5 flipping burgers for minimum 
4 or applied for scholarships until 
pir eyes bled, or signed over their 
buls to the Dark Lord in return for 
ily needed cash, Jill Bishop paid for 
hool by getting on her horse. 

she mounted her trusty steed, a 
arter-horse by the name of Chick, 
nd participated in the Canadian 
pofessional Rodeo Association Barrel 
king Championship during the 
ynadian Finals Rodeo that took place 
; Edmonton between 10 and 14 
November. 

Barrel racing is a difficult event, 
where the fastest time earns the most 
moints to eventually claim the prize. 
gility is also a crucial factor, as par- 
jcipants attempt to steer their horses 
bs close to the barrels as they can 
‘ithout knocking them over in order 
9 shave precious seconds off their 
ime. In order to gain the advantage, 
herider and horse have to cooperate 
ogether fully. Bishop says she has no 
problem cooperating with Chick. 

‘Tm fairly close to my _ horse,” 
she reveals. “I think you get kind of 
attached when you spend a lot of time 
vith them.” 

She ended up earning the highest 
sore at the CFR—155 points—and 
as declared the champion. Upon her 
jictory she received a hefty cheque for 
pver $30 000. 

Raised on her family’s acreage with 
pmother who was also a barrel racer, 


a brother who was a bull rider, and a 
father who was a former steer wres- 
tler, the first-year University of Alberta 
medical student essentially grew up 
with the rodeo. 

“{I've been barrel racing] pretty 
much forever,” she explains. “I went 
to my first rodeo when I was three 
years old. I think I was just around 
[rodeo] a lot because my family was 
involved with it, so I just got into it 
that way.” 

Still, even at the tender age of 21, 
she is already a talented veteran of the 
rodeo circuit, having earned herself 
two wins at the Calgary Stampede's 
$50 000 bonus round. She was also 
crowned the Ladies Barrel Racing 
Champion at the 2002 Canadian 
Champions competition, and is a 
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autographed memorabilia 
& other fantastic hockey prizes 


first-year medical student races to 
hictory at Canadian Finals Rodeo 


NATHALIE NADEAU 
BARREL RACER U of A medical student and CFR champion Jill Bishop. 


past Women’s Professional» Rodeo 
Association Rookie of the Year. 

While for now she juggles com- 
petitions with her university sched- 
ule, Bishop already has her priorities 
straight. She still has to complete her 
medical education at the University of 
Alberta, a choice she insists was not 
influenced by the high risk of bodily 
injury associated with rodeo events. 

“Tl attempt to do both [rodeo and 
medicine] eventually,” she declares, 
as yet undecided as to what branch 
of medicine she plans to pursue. “My 
medical career will probably come 
first. During residence I probably 
won't have time for rodeo, but once ... 
[I have] a little more flexible schedule, 
then hopefully I'll be able to rodeo 
more.” 


At the Gateway, we like pandas, and we like bears. 


We like giant pandas and golden bears, in particular, though we’re not picky. 
Grizzlies, black bears, red pandas—they’re all good. 


in fact, we like all animals, really. 
Well, except for dinos. 

And huskies. 

And cougars. 

And wesmen, 


What the hell is a “wesman,” anyway, 
and how exactly do they reproduce? 


GATEWAY SPORTS 


Animal lovers since 1910. 


ECOS wishes you a 


HAPPY 


&GREEN 
HOLIDAY! 


For more information on making your holidays greener, 
check our website. www.su-ecos.ca 


think global — act local — stay hopeful 


#= Aower tevel SUB 
ecos@sts.ualberta.cq,, 
www.su-ecos.ca 


id 
"Coordination 
Office of Students 


The Oilers PIPELINE is your best source 
for breaking news, cool con 
super offers! Best of all, it’s FREE! 


sts and 
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Student 
istress 
Centre 


Feeling Stressed? 
Talk it Out. We’re here to listen. 


492-HELP (4357) 


Student Distress Centre 
provides: 
® supportive listening 
® crisis intervention | 
* suicide prevention 


* information & referals 


° Drop-in ¢ Call ¢ Make an appointment 
030-N SUB | sdc@su.ualberta.ca | www.su.ualberta.ca/sdc 


Eating healthy foods can provide you with a much 
needed mental boost during your studies. If you are in 


need, we can help you eat right so you can learn right. 
BS 


PM Lower level SUB (suite 0405) 


= % 492: 
FG & 192-8677 & 
ed foodbank@su.ualberta,ca %: _ Sentient sine 
Fu STUENTS Thanks to the generous support of the MU and the GSA, 
www.su.ualberta.ca/foodbank SDRNION fot tnansesalmensany donations go to food eel 


Final Exams! 
Fall Term Final Exams are December 11 to 22 


Questions about examinations, grades, 

or appeals? We can help! 

Visit the Academic Guidance Centre for all of your 
; -academics-related questions! 

Hours of Operation: 


Monday to Friday 9:00am - 4:30pm 
Lister Office: Monday to Thursday 3:00pm — 7:00pm 


CS) 


centre for student 


you've got questions. we’ve got answers. development 


0-26 SUB | 492.4086 


www.su.ualberta.ca/csd 
CSD@su.ualberta.ca 


THE STATS PAGE 


Men’s Volleyball 


Canada West standings 


Women’s Hockey Team MPO We GWiGU. pts 
Canada West standings Alberta 10/9, 4 28. 8 18 
Team GPO Wee ta Ghar GA PLS Saskatchewan 8 7 4 23 «27 1a 
Alberta m9 ee ee UBC 8 | 
Regina TORUS ea een oe 28 aay TWU 8 B37 46 Yas 
UBC IO 2) G2 as. 38 8 Winnipeg 8 Ae ce 
Saskatchewan 90. 30a G avenge as) say Manitoba 8 fo eG 
Manitoba 10377 GA ko. 35g Calgary 8 oa ae 
Lethbridge AO OUT Berta: OO So vay, Regina 1 tae) 4 ae 
No games scheduled (winter break) Schedule 
i; Saturday Sunday 
pees kecney. Winnipeg @ Calgary 8pm Winnipeg @ Calgary 2pm 
Mountain Division Women's Volle ball 
hbsanbt plait ese A RUE eat Canada West standings y 
camel MO Jee Team MP W LGW GL. PTS 
Calgary 12s eA Oe BO Tene ae UBC eG se a 
Lethbridge fae 2 Ta a 5 Calgary es ae nee aS 
es ee ee Winnipeg Or aay | 16 
Great Plains Division Alberta 106i AA tA 42 
Team GPW Es GE = GA PTs Regina WG a a) aa ae 
Manitoba 14°90 27 2 66 82.) 26 TWU 8 Pao Ry At ibd Rag 
Saskatchewan 12 9 z 1 ete | 31 19 Manitoba 10 | 2 BB 245 4 
Regina 16.55 o. 2 40 47 12 Simon Fraser 1070 10 8 BOO. 
Schedule Saskatchewan 10.07 Ao y BO) 0 
Friday Saturday No matches scheduled (winter break) 
Manitoba @ Sask 6pm Manitoba @ Sask 6pm M > B k b il 
Leth @ Alberta 7:30pm Leth @ Alberta 7:30pm eas nee a 
Calgary @ UBC 8:30pm Calgary @ UBC 8:30pm Central Division 
Team GPW LPR PA PTS 
Women’s Basketball Saskatchewan 8 5 3 | 665 626. 10 
Canada West standings 
Central Division Alberta 6 4 2 416 426 8 
Team GP." W- £- PE PA. © PTS. Calgary 6 4 2 497 40 8 
Saskatchewan = 8 = = 5) = «356. 507. 10 Lethbridge 8 T5714 B52" 641) 2 
Calgary BS 37.494 477 10 Pacific Division 
Alberta 8 2. 6) S10 BA Team GPW. Le Pr PA PTS 
Lethbridge 8 276) 540°" S07 Victoria 8 6 2) S88. S547 12 
Pacific Division pie Sea tT 10 
rea cP OW PF PA PTS Trinity Western 6 3 428 469 6 
Simon Fraser 8 8 © 615 38 16 Simon Fraser o 6 418 468 0 
UBC 8 Seis =. 502) 420.2 10 Great Plains Division 
Victoria 8 4 A asa a 8 Team GPO Wek PF PA PTS 
Trinity Western 2 8. 431.9 442. 573 2 Brandon 6 4 2 = 495 457 8 
Great Plains Division Beeline C42 479 aso 8 
Team cp Wek PF en IS Man 6 385 3 ae 
Winnipeg 8 8 6 sh ae 6 Winnipeg 6 O76 46677516 0 
Regina 8 4 8 age 48a: 8 Schedule 
Manitoba 6 2 4 Aa 472 Thursday J 
Brandon 6 oO 16! 238. 472 Trinity Western @ SFU 8pm = 
Schedule Friday Saturday 
Friday Saturday Regina @ Winnipeg 6:30pm _—_ Regina @ Winnipeg 6:30pm_ 
Man@Brandon5:15pm = Man @ Brandon 5:15pm Galgerg © Biverta 70 faa) eee ee 
Grant Necewad @ Alberes Man @ Brandon 7:15pm Man @ Brandon 7:15pm 
5pm (non-conference) Trinity Western @ SFU 8pm 
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SPORTS SHORTS 


Women’s Basketball 


The Pandas are finished their fall term 
Canada West schedule, but: they'll 
play one more game before the break. 
Saturday, the Grant MacEwan Griffins 
will visit the Main Gym for an exhibition 
match, with opening tipoff at 5pm. The 
Pandas won an earlier game between 
the two teams, 63-57 in October. They'll 
also play at an exhibition tournament in 
Calgary at the end of the month before 
resuming conference play in January. 
Entering the winter break, the Pandas 
(2-6) are currently in a three-way tie for 
the eighth and final playoff spot, with 
the Lethbridge Pronghorns (2-6) and 
the Manitoba Bisons (2-4). The Bisons, 
though, will likely pull ahead this week- 


end, when they visit the winless Brandon 
Bobcats (0-6) in the only two games on 
the Canada West schedule. 

Meanwhile, second-year Pandas 
forward Carly McLennan was named 
the Canada West female athlete of the 
week. She scored 29 points intwo games 
against the Pronghorns last weekend as 
the Pandas earned their first two victo- 
ries in conference play this season. 


Cross-Country 


Golden Bears runner Mike Metcalfe 
was named the men’s winner of the 
Canada West Cross-Country Student 
Athlete Community Award. Metcalfe 
was chosen based on athletic and aca- 
demic performance, as well as commu- 
nity involvement. He was captain of the 
Golden Bears squad that won bronze 
at last month’s CIS championship in 


Guelph, and has also been on the deat! 
list in every year of his studies at tte 
U of A. He also has extensive coachitg 
and other volunteer experience. Chel 
Wyrostok of the Calgary Dinos wast 
winner on the women’s side. 


Swimming 


The Pandas and Golden Bears will set! 
swimmers to the US Open, which Mut 
today through Sunday in San Antoni 
Texas. They're continuing their prepa# 
tions for the CIS championships, whid 
they'll host 25-27 February. 


Wrestling 


The Golden Bears and Pandas will tra 
to Saskatoonthis weekend for the Hust 
Open at the University of Saskatche 
Matches run tomorrow and Saturday: 


17 


entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca + thursday, 2 december, 2004 


MIV Headbanger's Ball 

with Cradle of Filth, Arch Enemy, Bleeding 
Through and Himsa 

Shaw Conference Centre 

friday, 3 December at 7pm 


With a website featuring excessive use of the word 
‘evil’ and plenty of gothic-looking fonts, Cradle of 
filth is clearly a dark and angry band. The British 
extreme metal band, comparable in image and 
sound to Slipknot, have previously appeared as 
headliners at Ozzfest and are currently touring in 
promotion of their latest release Nymphetamine. 
The album has been described as “the soundtrack 
to raw sensuality and exhilarative eroticism,” and 
features delightful track titles like “Gilded Cunt” and 
‘filthy Little Secret.” 

If you like going to shows that neither your 
mom nor Jesus would approve of, be at the Shaw 
Conference Centre tomorrow night to reserve your 
hot, fiery spot in hell. 


The Music 


Starlite Room 
Wednesday, 8 December at 7pm 


you like The Vines and The Streets, why not add 
another band starting with “the” to your reper- 
toire? Two years ago a bunch of scrawny British boys 
released a debut album that sparked critical acclaim 
andthe growth of a solid fan base. The Music, a band 
al about “optimism, opening your mind, and fight- 
ing the cynicism” slathers audiences with mushy 
feel-good vibes through their foot-tapping tunes. 
lately, the band has been performing with names 
like Modest Mouse, Franz Ferdinand, and Velvet 
Revolver, but is taking centre stage solo when they 
stop by the Starlite to shake some enthusiasm into 
your otherwise stressed-out life. 


Thomley 
with Doctor 

Cowboys 

Wednesday, 8 December at 8pm 


Best known for the hit single “So Far So Good,” 
Gnadian rocker Thornley hits the city next week 
o spread the word about his most recent album, 
Come Again. : 

Frontman ‘lan Thornley’s first big break was as 
Vocalist for the highly acclaimed ‘90s rock band Big 
Wreck, 

With the breakup of Big Wreck in 2002 came the 
birth of Thornley’s solo project, an endeavour that 
Would facilitate his new band’s rise to stardom: they 
now play venues packed with 5000 screaming fans. 


byletting loose at Wednesday's show. 


ASIA SZKUDLAREK 
Rocks the party that rocks the part-ay 


you're one of them, celebrate the end of classes 


Babies and parents give a crap for Jann 


I!Tell You One Damn Thing, And 
Thats Alll Know 

Book Reading 

withJann Arden 

Greenwoods’Bookshoppe 

Tuesday, 7 December at 7pm 


TYSON KABAN 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Monday afternoon, Jann Arden was roy- 
ally pissed off. The usually jovial mood of the 
Canadian chanteuse had been dampened by the 
smallest thing—or, if you prefer, person. Her 
friend’s newborn had been crying all day with 
no end in sight. 

"T've been singing him lullabies all day long, 
but he couldn’t give a crap,” she says. “Well, 
actually he did crap, but that’s not the point.” 

The baby might not have given much more 
than a crap about Arden’s famously bittersweet 
voice (despite the fact, Arden mentions, that 
he was conceived during one of her roman- 
tic tunes), but the rest of the population has 
responded to her music: the self-deprecating 
diva has sold over two million records. And the 
success doesn’t stop there: Arden owns a success- 
ful hole-in-the-wall diner in her hometown of 
Calgary (The Arden) and has recently released 
her second book, I’ll Tell You One Damn Thing, 
And That’s All I Know. 

A collection of journal entries from her web- 
site (www.jannarden.com), the book chronicles 
Arden’s self-described “completely normal and 
boring life.” She talks about her cats, pokes fun 
at her parents, and discusses life, love and death 
with an acerbic wit. 

From the title of her book, it seems like Arden 
is hinting that she knows something the rest of 
us don’t. But don’t be fooled by her humour and 
insight; she’s just as clueless as any other boda- 
cious blonde. “The title’s just a joke. I might 
sound insightful and deep, but that’s completely 
unintentional. I really don’t know anything,” she 
jokes. 

“T ain't no Margaret Atwood, Yann Martel or 
even Pierre Berton,” she says with deadpan deliv- 


ery. “This is a simple book that accentuates the 
ordinary and hopefully makes it seem interest- 
ing, even if I’m just talking about the weather, fat 
ankles or the colour of my hair.” 

Arden has high hopes for this book. Not in 
terms of sales, but she hopes her book manages 
to dethrone Archie comics as the most popular 
bathroom reading material. “It’s a great bath- 
room book. It has no real continuity so you can 
read a bit, put it down and when you come back 
to it, there’s no confusion about where you left 
off,” she says. “Read a couple of pages each time 
you sit down and you'll be done it in about a 
week—that is, if you're regular.” 

And Arden doesn’t mind if you read it for free 
next time you're in Chapters. In fact, she encour- 
ages it. 

Mind you, such a suggestion might make the 
gift of Arden a bit rare on Christmas shopping 
lists. But Arden has no worries about that; she 
has plenty of ideas for fine holiday gifts. 


“One year I gave my dad a novelty two-handed 
toilet-paper holder. It looks like a butler is wait- 
ing on you while youre in the bathroom,” she 
explains. “And you can’t go wrong with one 
of those fake dummy arms. Use it when you're 
driving and stick it in your car. It looks like you're 
unintentionally dragging some small child 
around with his arm caught in the door.” 

Odd suggestions, but then anything could be 
better than the gift she received from her parents 
a couple years ago. 

“They gave me this complicated kitty litter 
box where if you shake it, the turds fall into a 
tray. It’s supposed to make cleaning up after your 
pets fun and efficient. It took me two weeks to 
figure out how to use it and they even forgot to 
wrap it.” 

Arden’s asking for something much simpler 
than a poo-cleaning machine this Christmas: 
world peace. And really, with a phenomenal 
career, what else could a girl want? 


Just like me, they long to be Closer to you 


Closer 

Directed by Mike Nicols 

Starring Julia Roberts, Jude Law, Natalie Portman, 
and Clive Owen 

Opens Friday, 3 December 


IRIS TSE 

Arts & Entertainment Writer 
Hollywood loves adultery ... movies. Films about 
those cheating hearts have been spectacular 
(American Beauty), underwhelming (The Secret 
Lives of Dentists) or boring (We Don’t Live Here 
Anymore).. Closer is the latest addition to the 
grand tradition: a story built around two couples 
and how they are hopelessly entangled in a web 
of self-destruction. 

Adapted from the award-winning play of the 
same name, Closer begins with Alice (Natalie 
Portman) and Dan (the ubiquitous Jude Law)— 
the film’s first couple—meeting because of a 
car accident. The second couple—Anna (Julia 
Roberts) and Larry (Clive Owen)—are brought 
together later in the film by a hilariously sleazy 
cybersex scene (which produced the most laughs 
of the entire movie). Suffice to say, these couples 
switch back and forth and fall in and out of love 
numerous times before the end credits roll. 

All four of them start out as mildly sympa- 
thetic characters. Initially, you get a sense that 
the reason they are experiencing so much pain is 
because no one can control love. But as time wears 
on and as we see how these four people continue 
to wreak havoc on each other, any sympathy for 
them quickly evaporates. Their behaviour dete- 
riorates into self-absorbed, manipulative, irre- 
sponsible immaturity. Sex, for the characters of 


Closer, is for blackmail and revenge, and as the 
film goes on you start to realize that the reason 
the characters are in so much pain is because 
they brought it all on themselves. 

But the audience isn’t supposed to feel warm 
and fuzzy towards Closer’s cast. They are sup- 
posed to be odious to us; we are supposed to see 
how they exploit intimacy under the pretense of 
love. As Alice comments on Anna’s photo show, 
saying, “It’s a lie. A bunch of strangers photo- 
graphed beautifully together,” you have a feeling 
that she’s describing the relationship between 
the four. 

Though the chemistry between Roberts and 
Law seems to be tenuous at times, director Mike 
Nichols squeezes every bit of good acting from 
his cast. Natalie Portman was surprisingly well 
cast as a sexy, experienced yet confused woman 


with a complicated history (and for those slob- 
bering Portman fans out there, Queen Amidala 
strips down to her garter belt in this flick). Clive 
Owen is solid as a manipulative hypocrite. Jude 
Law is in his best role of the year so far as a cruel 
and selfish Lothario. In fact, the only disappoint- 
ment was Julia Roberts, whose presence in the 
film is like a black hole that sucks out the raw, 
sexual energy from every single scene. Roberts 
feels out of place next to her co-stars—as though 
she were acting in an entirely different movie 
and the filmmakers just haphazardly decided to 
throw in a bunch of close-ups of her for the final 
edit. 

Roberts aside, this is a quality movie that’s 
worth watching. Closer is mature, well- 
written, and bolstered by (mostly) superb acting 
that intelligently questions the nature of love. 
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Eat a donut when 


[no one 1S 
OOKI 


no. 
It's half 


the f; at, 


It might be true. 


Open 24 hours 


during exam week! 
December 12 to 22 


(PREIN DONOTS | PASTRIES Fale TRADE COFFEE 


Main Floor SUB 


EDMONTON'S WILDEST HALL PARTY. 
EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY. 


ARGYLL AND 99 ST. unionhall.ca 


Rebel without a card] 


Book on mass culture's love affair with the rebel 
was inspired by a Hallmark greeting 


Hello, I'm Special: How 
Individuality Became the 
New Conformity 

Panel Discussion 

with Hal Niedzviecki 

Latitude 53 Gallery 

Thursday, 2December at 8pm 


DAVID BERRY 


Opinion Editor 


As Hal Niedzviecki has found out, 
it’s not easy being an individual these 
days. 

The co-founder and current pub- 
lisher of Broken Pencil (a magazine 
devoted to underground culture in 
Canada), Niedzviecki was hit with 
a rude awakening on his 30th birth- 
day: he found his independent life- 
style had been co-opted by the likes of 
Hallmark. 

Receiving a card from his parents 
that said “Happy Birthday to a non- 
conformist,’ Niedzviecki went into 
an identity crisis—after all, it’s hard to 
be an “individual” when your oh-so- 
unique personality has a niche in mass 
culture. 

But Niedzviecki’s greeting card- 
fuelled panic led to more than pulled- 
outhairand grated teeth: the experience 
inspired him to write his book, Hello, 
I'm Special: How Individuality Became 
the New Conformity. 

The book traces the rise in every- 
day life of what Niedzviecki calls 
“Tm_ Specialness”: the pop-culture 
belief that you can do anything or be 
anyone, if that’s what you really want. 
From backyard wrestlers broadcasting 
their suburban brawls on the Internet 
to rock n’ roll rabbis, society has taken 
the idea of the “unique” individual, or 
the “rebel,” and made it into the new 
standard of conforming. 

“The ‘I'm special-ite’ is a rebel, in 
the sense that they are willing to do 
anything to get what they want, which 
is recognition, attention, a feeling of 
specialness,” explains Niedzviecki. 


“At the same time, though, it’s 3 
conformist rebellion, because thei 
mechanism of Tl do anything ty 
get attention’ is exactly what soq. 
ety wants them to do. They have tg 
posture themselves as rebels, but of 
course there's nothing to rebel against, 
It becomes something where you haye 
the feeling of freedom, but if yoy 
actually look closely at the way things 
work, the freedom isn’t there.” 

Niedzviecki traces the Origins of the 
“special” movement back to Jame 
Dean and the notion of the “tebe 
without a cause”: the idea that being 
special is an end in and of itself. 

From there, being “special” ha 
grown, through things like the coun- 
ter-culture movement of the ’6(; 
and the punk culture of the ’70s, to 
become the central theme of modern 
society. 

“The idea that everyone has the 
potential to be a fully-realized, celeb. 
rity-tycoon superstar—that’s the myth 
of our society,” says Niedzviecki. “The 
flip side of that is that if you don} 
achieve these goals—and most people, 
of course, don’t—then you have prob- 
léms: you yourself have problems, 
these aren’t the problems with society, 
The problem is your failure to assert 
your self-esteem and individuality in 
the right way.” 

But, Niedzviecki _ readily 
acknowledges the problems with, a 
he puts it, “a society where’ everyone 


while 


is obsessed with being a wrestler or 
a pop star,” he still thinks this “I'm 
special” movement has its upsides— 
people just need to refocus. 

“[We can't] just say, “This whole 
individuality thing isn’t amounting to 
what we hoped it would, so let's jus 
scrap it and go back to the good old 
days,” he explains. “The answer isnt 
to end the project of individualism; 
the answer is to demand real changes 
so that people have access to. the most 
important things in our society and in 
[their] lives.” 


TRNIS : 


Travis 

Singles 

Epic 

www travisonlineus.com 


BRETT LAMBERT 


Arts & Entertainment Writer 


In the late ’90s, Scottish foursome 
Travis were well on their way to world 
domination with their endearingly 
sensitive, doe-eyed Brit pop, scor- 
ing such hits as “Why Does It Always 
Rain On Me?” and “Writing To Reach 
You,” which recalled The Bends- 
era Radiohead (something nearly all 
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Brit-pop bands are accused of doing 
these days). But something peculiar 
happened on the way to international 
stardom: Coldplay stole their thunder. 
American girls (Gwyneth Paltrow 
especially) decided that Chris Martin 
serenading the ladies on a cloud-swep! 
beach was waaay cuter than Travis 
Fran Healy wondering why it always 
rained on him, and Travis couldnt 
quite make the same impact the) 
made in their UK homeland. 
Nevertheless, Singles, a collection 
of Travis singles spanning their fou 
albums, should hopefully expose the 
band’s essential material (distilled 
to 18 songs) to latecomers—songs 
such as “Driftwood,” “Turn,” “Side’ 
and plenty of others. A brand new 
track—“Walking In The Sun’—s also 
included to scam long-time fans into 
buying the same songs twice. 
Listening to the collection’s swett 
melodies, it’s clear Singles is a pretty 
decent compilation of one of the best 
British bands to emerge in the las 
decade. Listen and learn, newbies. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Moving Pictures 

pirected by Heather Inglis 

garring Sharon Pollock,Owen 
yamilton, Mark Jenkins, Stephen Kent, 
(ely Spilchak and Candice Woloshyn 
sudio Theatre 

Opens Thursday, 2 December at 8pm 


BRETT LAMBERT 


frts & En tertainment Writer 


jen though people generally don't 
watch silent movies anymore, every- 
jody knows the names of the pio- 
neers of Hollywood cinema. There's 
Charlie Chapman, Mary Pickford, 
pw Griffith, Buster Keaton and mul- 
titudes of others. But what about Nell 
Shipman? If you've never heard of her, 
unfortunately, you're not alone. 

Inthe 1910s and ’20s, Nell Shipman 
was decades ahead of her time. She 
was a stage and screen actress as well 
a writer, director, ecologist and- 
mimal rights activist (50 years before 
Brigitte Bardot’s time). Unlike the typ- 
ical wispy, victimized roles for female 
actresses of the day, Shipman’s charac- 
ers were strong and always saved the 
gentleman in distress. 

And, at the time, her name could 
have been-uttered in the same breath 
as the silent-film figures listed above, 
but as Shipman eventually came to 
reject the big Hollywood system to 
produce her own independent films, 
she paid the price of ending up a foot- 
note in film history. 

In Studio Theatre’s Moving Pictures, 
written by Governor General Award- 
winning Canadian playwright Sharon 
Pollock, Shipman’s whole life is recre- 
ated for a new audience. 

“This is the story of a woman's 
life—a woman who was commit- 
ted to working in a particular art 
form, faces incredible challenges 
and at the end of her life looks at it 


wi 
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Moving Pictures remembers lost screen legend 


Ma d 
JESSE WHITHEAD 


SILENCE IS GOLDEN Sharon Pollock and Kelly Spilchak in Moving Pictures. 


and says “What the hell did I do that 
for?” explains Pollock, who stars as 
Shipman. “The play explores that ded- 
ication to whatever profession you're 
committed to. It could be medicine, it 
could be engineering, for all I know. 
In Nell Shipman’s case, it happened to 
be filmmaking.” 

In Moving Pictures, Shipman’s life 
story is recreated in three different 
stages of her life—youth, middle age 
and old age—and it chronicles her 
relationships with Thomas Edison, 
Samuel Goldwyn (of MGM) and her 
production manager Bert Van Tuyle. 

“I took certain external key events 
in her life and we see her relive those,” 
explains Pollock. “At the same time, 
we see her in a conflict with herself 
in relation to those events. What you 
have is a landscape of her internal 
journey, which is more my creation. 
I have no idea if the real Nell bore any 
relationship in terms of the internal 
conflict.” 

“Thomas Edison spoke of putting 


three cameras trained simultane- 
ously on a subject,” explains Stephen 
Kent, who plays Edison, Goldwyn, 
and Van Tuyle. “If you take certain 
events from each film, that will be 
the most accurate representation. 
Through these three perspectives, it’s 
up to the audience to put it together 
themselves. That’s what I like about 
the play: it doesn’t draw conclusions 
for you.” 

Kent also appreciates the play’s focus 
on a real-life person who dared to do 
what was important to her, no matter 
the cost. 

“It’s interesting that you often see 
these kinds of films or plays of people 
outside the system and they succeed 
and are well-known to this day,” says 
Kent. 

“But this is a person who stepped 
outside that system and paid the price 
for that. That's tragic and you don’t see 
that onstage. I think it’s sobering in a 
way. You really ask yourself, “Has she 
succeeded?” 


Unconstitutional: The War 
on Civil Liberties 

Directed by Robert Greenwald 
Available on DVD 


SCOTT C BOURGEOIS 


Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Since 11 September, 2001, the Bush 
administration has made it clear that 
the protection of United States of 
America is their paramount concern. 
Anoble sentiment, but director Robert 
Greenwald believes the cost of this 
protection is too high. 

Greenwald’s political documentary 
Unconstitutional: The War on Civil 
liberties aims to expose what he sees 
a the terrifying, totalitarian actions of 
aparanoid government that has begun 
!o see the enemy everywhere it looks. 

Itunveils many of the more unusual 
and paranoid actions of the govern- 
ment in the post-11 September world, 
such as the seizing of library records, 
and civic police giving federal authori- 
ties information on both the perpetra- 
lors and victims of crimes. 

With video clips featuring former 
Attorney General John Ashcroft, 
Concerned government _ legislators, 


outraged lawyers, and innocent vic- 
tims of the US government’s actions, 
Unconstitutional takes a critical look at 
everything from the Orwellian Patriot 
Act to the grim Guantanamo Bay 
prison where the laws of the Geneva 
Convention don't apply. 

The documentary also touches upon 
some major events since 11 September 
such as the underhanded passing of 
the Patriot Act through congress, and 
the rounding up of immigrants and 
ex-patriots for deportation imme- 
diately after the attack on the World 
Trade Center. 

One particularly telling story fea- 
tures a family of Muslim immigrants 
who were held in custody shortly after 
11 September for no “crime” other 
than being Muslim immigrants. In 
the night, their home was invaded by 
US military police and the family was 
imprisoned for several months with- 
out counsel or trial. So much for the 
land of the free. 

Greenwald’s film, however, offers 
no counter-argument in support of 
the Patriot Act and the actions of the 
government. 

With no opposing viewpoint, the 
documentary might seem somewhat 


Land of the fear and home of the brave 


biased. With the political climate 
being as hot as it is in the States, many 
right-wing pundits and supporters 
would likely label this film as a bleed- 
ing-heart Michael Moore-esque film 
like Fahrenheit 9/11. 

Moreover, with it only recently 
becoming widely available— 
Unconstitutional was initially only 
available through Internet purchase— 
the film may be too little, too late in 
the struggle to create dissent against 
the Bush administration’s nefarious 
policies. Wider availability prior to the 
recent presidential election may have 
been a better strategy for the film’s 
distributors. 

These things aside, the documen- 
tary is solid and the message is clear. 
The humanity and helplessness of 
the victims of the US government's 
police-state-like activities | make 
Unconstitutional an engaging and 
informative documentary. 

And, though the articles of the 
Patriot Act don’t really have much of a 
bearing on Canadians, the unsettling 
stripping away of civil liberties that is 
occurring south of the border should 
be a concern to everyone who lives in 
a free society. 
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— The world's largest student travel 


company is now in Calgary! 


Great Student Aji 


London 

Paris 

New York 
Miami 

San Francisco 
Mexico City 
Vancouver 


Beach Vacations 


Puerto Plata 

Mazatlan 

Costa Rica $ 
ity. Hotel accommod: 


axes and othe! lic 
sundtrip from 


ESVTRAVEL 


fares 


$622 
$639 
$458 
$525 
$252 
$437 
$202 


$898 
$698 
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| www.statravel.ca 


| 


(800) 777.0112 


LW 


a double guest pass toa screening on Wednesday, Decembe 
7pm @ Silver City, email contests@gateway.ualberta.ca 
with the name of your favourite Rat Packer. 


8 


Studying for Exams? Papers? Playing too hard? 


NO TIME TO COOK? 


30 restaurants delivered straight to your door! 


WWW. dialanddine.ca Ge 0--Lline Now! 
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thursday, 2 december, 2004 


Faculty of Science 


STUDENTS: 
Nominations are invited for the 2004/2005 
Faculty of Science Award for Excellent Teaching 


Some previous winners: 


2003/2004 - Dr. Ted Lewis, Mathematical aod Statistical Sciences 
2003/2004 -- Dr. Edward Lozowski, Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
2002/2003 - Dr, A. Mae, Chemistry 

2002/2003 ~- Dr. P, Fedorak, Biological Sciences 

2002/2003 -- Dr. M. Shirvani, Mathematical & Statistical Sciences 
200 1/2002 - Dr, R, Currah, Biological Sciences 

2001/2002 - Dr, H, Sherif, Physics 

2001/2002 ~- Dr. H. Zhang, Computing Science 


Nontination Procedures; A letter of nomination signed by at least 10 undergraduate stodents plas any 

supporting omterial, which is thought to be appropriate, xhould be submitted to the Chair of the Award for 

Excellent Teaching Committee for cach nominee. The appropriate science department will ensure that all 
are fully dog: d before submission to this Cs 


Eligibility: Nominees for the Faculty of Science Award for Excellent Teaching mast have held a full 
time Faculty appointment in the Pacuty of Science at this University for at least five years prior to 
nomination, Previoay Winners) of the award are ded from further ition. 


Students gan also aominate Professors from a Faculty other than Science to receive a Certificate for 
Excellent Teaching (details are available from CW223 Biological Sciences Building), 


Contact the Chair of the Faculty of Science Award for Excellent Teaching 
Committee: 
Dr. W. J. Page, Associate Dean 
Faculty of Science 
CW223 Biological Sciences Building 


DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS: 
JANUARY 21, 2005 


Frog the Writer-Director of “Gods and Ronsters™ 


Liam Neeson 


Laura Linney 


KINSEY 


ra 


“sexually 


? wy wtloxsearchlight.com inucep mmscetrane Hea 
SELECT THEATRES NOVEMBER 12 


For a double guest pass 
Wednesday, December 15, @ 7pm @ Garneau Theatre 


email contests@gateway.ualberta.ca 
and tell us your favourite place to have sex. 


SIT LIKE A LADY There's nothing as breathtakingly ladylike than a lady sitting like a lady. Learn how in three easy 


Elegance and charm from a finishing 
school in a box: we politely beg to differ 


UDefineU 

With Maria Verdeja,Joyce Sarandon, 
Patricia Stephenson, and Victoria 
Lopez-Castro 

Now available on DVD and VHS 
www.udefineu.com 


MISS LEAH COLLINS 


& MISS CAITLIN CRAWSHAW 
Lady-Editors 


For the modern unwashed masses, 
knowing the difference between a 
cocktail fork and a fish fork might not 
seem terribly important, especially 
for a newly minted career girl or boy. 
But the creators of UdefineU—a new 
self-help DVD set for ambitious profes- 
sional women—would (politely) beg 
to differ. 

The four-DVD UdefineU set is 
broken up into four half-hour seg- 
ments: Posture and Poise, Voice and 
Speech, Etiquette, and Fundamentals 
of Style. The result is more or less a 
finishing school in a box for upper- 
middle-class _women—and only 
women—with a desire to gracefully 
move up the rungs of the business 
ladder. The series has been developed 
as a strategy for ambitious professional 
women to make themselves stand out, 
through positive—and distinctly fem- 
inine—virtues. It’s the focus on femi- 
nine mystique that makes the whole 
effort seem a little odd and antiquated. 
And while anyone can agree—female, 
male, professional or no—with the 
benefits of many of the series’ lessons 
(tips on healthy posture, respectful 
social behaviour, correct pronuncia- 
tion, clear and confident communi- 
cation, etc), the importance of other 
lessons taught for their inherent girl 
power—things like how to sensu- 


ally reach for your glass using a limp- 
wristed ballet port-a-bras movement, 
or how to demurely accessorize any 
outfit with, as. quoted from the set’s 
fashion handbook, “PEARLS, PEARLS, 
PEARLS!”—are given no other ratio- 
nale for being in the program other 
than being inherently sensual and ele- 
gant. And that’s all lovely, but really, 
darling, even if you're a certified lady, 
that alone isn’t going to get you the 
bay-window office with junior execu- 
tive stenciled on the door. 

As for the discs themselves, the old 
adage “practice what you preach” is 
a suitable criticism. While the series 
advocates the importance of grace, 
clear communication, and elegance 
of style, the UdefineU production is 
stiffly performed and poorly produced 
(aside from the tacky infomercial sets, 
the sound quality is unfortunately 
akin to listening to voices taped by a 
Fisher Price boom box). 

A stiffnecked Stepford Wife hosts 
the series, “interviewing” various 
experts about the program’s four 
themes. Disc one’s expert is ballet 
dancer Maria Verdeja, who instructs 
viewers on the proper way to sit, 
stand, get up from a chair or out of 
the car. Lessons on proper movement 
are quick and often supplemented by 
poorly rendered and nearly incom- 
prehensible sketched diagrams. The 
viewer, even on repeated watching, 
has no guarantee of actually being able 
to mimic the ladies onscreen. 

The voice and speech segment is 
perhaps a little more useful, though the 
expert on the subject, Joyce Sarandon, 
is blatantly nervous throughout, jerk- 
ing and twitching (breaking the rules 
of body language outlined in the pre- 
vious disc) as she explains the prin- 


a, 


UDEFINEY 
steps, 


ciples which should govern how one 
speaks. It makes good sense that one 
‘should want to communicate clearly 
and effectively. But the message in 
this segment, as in all of the segments, 
is that one needs to maintain a con. 
fident-yet-feminine presence in all 
circumstances, and this focus on the 
feminine and sensual is never directly 
explained. 

Etiquette is the most informative 
and generally helpful DVD. Whether 
male or femininity conscious female, 
there will always be circumstances 
when knowing the etiquette protocols 
will help one avoid embarrassment in 
a formal setting. And, with the formal 
intricacies of proper forks and conver 
sational manners often going unsaid, 
it's a boon for those looking for a quick 
way to have those cutlery-related mys- 
teries revealed. 

Sadly, just as the series is beginning 
to pick up, the last section, Fashion 
Essentials, reminds the viewers of 
the program's flaws. While it makes 
some common-sense points about the 
effectiveness of a simple classic ward- 
robe, the lesson on elegance is thrown 
out by the tacky, overdone presen- 
tation—over-sized, — multicoloured 
scarves hang in the background, and 
the models in their “classic” suits and 
slingback pumps look less timeless, 
more 1992. 

If anything, the general flaw of the 
program is that its presentation is so 
out of touch with the basic—often 
common-sense—principles that _ it 
tries to teach. But these principles, 
unfortunately, can’t be seen for all the 
feminine mystique and: teleprompter 
read dialogue. 

Quelle dommage; back to Swiss 
boarding school. 


LeonardCohen 


Dear Heather 
Columbia Records 
www eonardcohen.com 


WWW.G9aVeOC A MONnton. € OM gymaciorowsx 


12224 JASPER AVENUE, EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSN 3K3 (780) 482-7960 “°‘* * fr'erzinment Writer 


If you've ever heard Leonard Cohen, 
then to say that he has a gift for mes- 
merizing lyrics put to simple rhythms 
is the absolute understatement of the 
his three-decade career. 

That said, Leonard Cohen is back 
on new album Dear Heather with his 
smoky, wine-soaked rasp and pain- 
fully off-tempo approach to raising 
the bar for songwriters. 

In front of a musical backing that 
could have been created using a mini- 
keyboard purchased at K-Mart, Cohen 
sings—as only he can—inviting 
singer/producer Sharon Robinson to 
join him and soften his gravelly, mur- 
muring vocal style. 

If you're in the. mood to be alone 


and drink a vintage red in the dark 
while reminiscing on past loves, then 
this album will deliver. 

But if you can’t handle a non-cli 
mactic buildup of poetic meander 
ing, then stick to Cohen’s vast library 
of cover songs. (The songs of this: 
Canadian poet/songwriter have beet 
covered by the likes of—to name @ 
few—Jeff Buckley, REM, The Pixies 
and Buffy St Marie.) 

The album’s sleepy tones are typ 
cally Cohen, but annoying musicil 
experimentation such as the prom 
fhent use of the Jew’s harp in “On That 
Day” leave the listener with one sent 
ment: better luck next time Cohen— 
need drink. 


Check out all of our services on-line at www.su.ualberta.ca/info e 


On-line car pool and ride board for a cheap ride home. 


? Information 
SERVICES 
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“Cause nobody 


Feature by Ross Moroz 
Photos by Leanne Fong 
and supplied 


can do it like Mix Master can ...” 


It was 1998, and mainstream airwaves were clogged with Spice Girls, Backstreet 
Boys and Limp Bizkit, when the Beastie Boys yelled those immortal words. 
Thus began the video for “3 MCs and One Dj,” introducing the MTV generation 
to one Michael Schwartz, aka Mix Master Mike. Suddenly, scratching and turn- 
tablism went from obscure underground curiosity to ubiquitous pop-culture 
institution, and Mix Master Mike became an overnight celebrity. 

While he doesn’t mind the attention and accolades he has received over the 
last half decade, Mix Master Mike does have a few issues with the way the 
culture he helped bring above ground has been co-opted in recent years. 

“The whole commercialization of hip hop left an ill taste in my mouth,” 
he explains on the phone from his hotel room in Chicago before preparing 
to entertain another sold-out crowd on the 
Beastie Boys’ current world tour. 

“There’s things that piss me off: Heineken 
commercials with DJs are bullshit; Right 
Guard commercials with turntables are 
stupid.” 

It’s all a little bewildering for Mix Master 
Mike. A decade ago, scratching was a cul- 
tural oddity, and Mix Master Mike was 
wowing fans of the genre as a member 
of Invisibl Skratch Piklz, an acclaimed D} 
collective that won the world scratching 
competition so many times that they were 
eventually barred from entering. 

Mike and Scratching’s relative obscurity 
was turned on its head when Mix Master 
Mike joined up with the Beasties to create 1998’s Hello Nasty. Pairing the 
smart and infectious rhymes of the Beastie Boys with Mix Master Mike’s decon- 
structed, post-modern beats and hooks, the album met with critical acclaim 
and massive commercial success. It also launched Mix Master Mike into the 
spotlight, a role he relishes for the opportunities it provides. 

“| have to thank the Beastie Boys for providing the platform for me to do 
what | do,” he says. “They allowed me to show kids that don’t know about the 
art of turntablism that | can play the turntable like an instrument.” 

There’s no doubt in Mike’s mind that the turntable is a musical instrument. “1 
look at the turntable, and | look at my record collection, and | look at my drum 
machines and shit and | can go in any direction,” Mike explains, adding that he 
abhors the way that many mainstream hip-hop DJs merely sample other artists 
without any degree of creativity. 


your own way.” 


“Ifyou Te going to take somebody's 
music, you have to flip it,” Mike 
says. “That’s what being a musician 
is about: whatever you take from 
someone else you just have to 
break it up and reassemble it in 


“If you’re going to take somebody’s music, you have to flip it,” Mike says. 
“That’s what being a musician is about: whatever you take from someone else 
you just have to break it up and reassemble it in your own way.” 

Mike is also bemused at the way some artists are borrowing the aesthetic of 
turntable culture without the ideals. “Il saw Linkin Park and Slipknot and they 
had a DJ, but | didn’t hear any turntables. What’s with that?” he ponders. 

With all this negativity towards the current state of popular music, it’s not 
surprising that Mike is somewhat backward-looking in his musical tastes. “Most 
of what | listen to is from the early ’70s; that’s where my inspiration comes 
from,” he explains, lamenting the current state of pop. “Music is not as exciting 
as it was back when we had, you know, Led Zeppelin and Hendrix and even, 
like, Public Enemy. | just hope groups start to bring the fun back.” 

Mike is doing his part to make music 
more exciting with the release of Bangzilla, 
a solo album almost three years in the 
making. The disc is vintage Mix Master 
Mike, combining clips from old TV shows 
and cheesy film scores with crushing beats 
and dynamite hooks. 

“?’ve always been into cinematic shit: 
‘theme music,’ | like to call it,” says Mike. 
“| grew up around.a lot of that stuff, and it 
kind of sticks with me to this day. | wanted 
to bring together all that shit, all my favou- 
rite clips. | wanted to resurrect that era, 

; musically.” 
Even without vocals (other than sound 
clips of everyone from Florence Henderson 
to Darth Vader), Bangzilla has a narrative—an almost operatic feel to it—a 
characteristic that was not accidental, according to Mike. 

“| wanted the listener to have their own, you know, visual thing going on in 
their head while they had-the album on,” he explains. “I wanted Bangzilla to 
be universal.” 

As for the future, Mike has no intention of slowing down, even at the age 
of 34. Right now he’s thrilled to continue touring with the Beastie Boys, a col- 
laboration that shows no sign of ending anytime soon. 

“It’s more of a brotherhood,” he explains. “They know that | have their back, 
musically, and they have mine as well.” 

Regardless of where Mix Master Mike goes from here, he promises that his 
goals—in music and in life—will never change. “I want to put smiles on kids’ 
faces,” he laughs. “My objective is just to reach out and have fun.” 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place aclassified ad, please go 
to www.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


Stop paying rent. Become a Home Owner. 
FREE list of homes available with no money 
down, under $9o00/month. FREE recorded 
message 1-866-815-9646 ID#9051. Donna 
Strauss, Sutton Challenge. 


Looking for F roommate for downtown 
apartment Jan—Apr $300/mth + 1/2 util. Fully 
furnished, great location. Call 909-7358. 

No security deposit needed 104A St and 45 
Ave 2-bdrm coach home 5 app + fpl 720/mo 
call 406-3603. 


FOR SALE 


'93 Ford Escort. LX, 4dr, 200+K, rebuilt engine, 


LSAT MCAT 
GMAT GRE 


Preparation Seminars 


= Complete 30-Hour Seminars 

= Proven Test-Taking Strategies 

® Personalized Professional Instruction 
= Comprehensive Study Materials 

w Simulated Practice Exams 

@ Free Repeat Policy 

® Personal Tutoring Available 

= Thousands of Satisfied Students 


Oxford Seminars 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


Study In-Class, Online 
_or by Correspondence 


‘Attend a FREE Info Night: 
Monday & Tuesday 
@ 7pm, 10762-82 Ave 


1-888-270-2941 


globaltesol.com 


remote starter, am/fmicass, reliable, no rust, 
good tires, $850 obo. Tel: (780) 464-3453. 


SERVICES 


Hair braids. Student prices. Call 435-0157. 


MA English grad, near campus, will edit term 
papers, theses. $20/hr. Call Helen 437-2475. 
ALEXANDER EDITING. 12 years academic 
editing experience. Papers, — theses, 
resumés, proposals, websites. E-mail: 
nathan@interbaun.com 433-0741. 

EDITING SERVICES From a client: “Thank you 
so much for your outstanding work on my 
paper. Your changes blew my mind! | LOVE 
ALL OF THEM! You helped me so much, not 
only writing beautifully but foremost, to 
believe in myself.” (403) 244-1943 www. 
ptoediting.com. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Want to study MEDICINE in Europe? 
www.medical-school.ca canadmin@medical- 


Teach English 
Overseas 


ESL Teacher Training Courses 
@ Intensive 60-Hour Program 
@ Classroom Management Techniques 
B Detailed Lesson Planning 
= Comprehensive Teaching Materials 
@ Internationally Recognized Certificate 
@ Job Guarantee Included 
® Thousands of Satisfied Students 


Oxford Seminars 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


Teach English 
Worldwide 
Sa. Your Adventure Toda 
World Class TESOL 
Certification in 5-days 


Over 25,000 Global TESOL 
Graduates are Teaching 
in 85 Countries 


To receive a brochure; call-Pushpa Khan at (403) 342-3504 


school.ca 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


College/University Students Holiday Help. 
$14.85 base appt. Special 1-5 week semester 
break work program. Flex schedules. Start 
now or after finals! Possible extensions/ 
secured summer position. Conditions Apply. 
Customer sales and service. Call now! North: 
497-7701. South: 429-3700. 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Child-care workers required by non-profit 
school-age child-care program. Southwest 
locationsinLendrum, MalmoandSt Stanislaus 
Schools. Available shifts 7am—gli0am and 
2I3pm—6pm. Possibily more hours. Phone 
Dorothy or Shari at 435-4532. 


Alta Care Resources is looking for energetic 
people to work with youth in crisis. Must have 
2 years postsecondary and reliable vehicle. 
Contact info: 451-6040 ext 230/226, fax 453- 
3723, ss_card@telus.net. 


Professional Brand Representatives. Con- 
tract work: $9—-$9.50 hr. Fri/Sat 12pm—6pm 
Generate fun and exciting interactions 
between consumers and yourself through 
product sampling and demonstations. 
Increase awareness of specific brands. Must 
have ex English, people skills. Be motivated 
and enthusiastic with reliable transportion. 
Knowlegable in food safety and hygiene. 
Great intro to marketing and advertising 
sector—experience and resumé builder. 
Please apply to: P & C Marketing Services 
www.pcmarketing.ca follow links or call 417- 
3647 Bev. 

Hughes Petroleum. Weekend cashiers 
required $8—9/hr. Various positions available 
throughout the city. E-mail resumé to 
office@hughespetroleum.com 


Lifeguard/Instructor positions. Daytime! 
eveninglweekend shifts available. Must 
be 18 years old and hold current NLS, WSI, 
BC, AEC or standard first aid. Contact 


Serena Bushell. Phone 496-8758 or e. te 
serena@parkandrecplus.com. | 


PERSONALS — 


It’s Party Time! Dial: 44-PARTY Ads *Joke 
Stories & MORE! Ladies-R-Free! Try It Noy 
18+ 


LINES OF DAN’S DRIVEL 
Well! hope you all enjoyed the 2004 edit 
of the Gateway. Next Tuesday we will by 
releasing our annual joke issue entitled ty 
Getaway and then you won't-be able to pid 
up a fresh copy of the paper until 11 Janua 
So, um Merry Christmas, Happy Channulg 
Good Kwanzaa, Festive Festivs etc. 


On the subject of us leaving and coming ba 
it’s weird how everything is pushed back g 
far this year. | mean exams go late, son 
almost to Christmas. 


Of course this would disturb me more if | haf 
exams. 


University of Alberta Student Modem Pool 
Student Subscription Deadlines 


Analysis shows that cost-recovery for the modem pool 
service is contingent upon 1,000 students subscribing to it. 
If fewer than 1,000 students subscribe in January, 2005, the 
modem pool facilities will be de-commissioned, effective 
2005. If the modem pool is discontinued, 
students will have to acquire their own home Internet access 
from an Internet Service Provider. 


September |, 


If 1,000 students or more do subscribe to the modem pool 
service, the service will be continued for another year. The 
user fee in that case, starting September 1, 


plus GST for a year’s service. 


To subscribe to the modem pool service, students may visit: 


CNS Product Sales - 302 General Services Building 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm, weekdays (492-5442) 


pool, U of A students must subscribe to the modem pool 
service, starting December 2, 2004, and no later than January | 
14, 2005. The fee for the service from January 2005 to 
August 2005 is $50 (plus GST), which provides access to the” 
modem pool until August 31, 2005. 


On January 1, 2005, the 
University of Alberta Modem 
Pool will begin to operate as a 
fee-based, student-only 
service. The student modem 
pool will be operated by 
Computing and Network 
Services on a cost-recovery 
basis. 


Subscription Details 


In order to access the modem 


2005, will be $75 


RED DEER COLLEGE STUDY 1.0 U 


Potter Tour.2005: England and Wales + June 19- July 4, 2005 

Featuring numerous studio visits, galleries and museums. Youwill also visit Earth and Fire, a festival fot 
over one hundred acclaimed potters and ceramic artists, at Rufford Country Park and participate in the 
International Ceramics Festival at Aberystwyth Arts Centre, University of Wales. Limited space availab 
Tour Leaders: Trudy Golley and Josie Walter. : 


Red Deer College in Mexico + way 1 - 28 2005 

Stay with a Mexican family while studying Spanish and Anthropology at the Instituto Cultural Oaxaca. 
Frequenttripsto- archeological sites, museums and ulate sites wil be included. 

1, /agtiugtor: Dr. Shawn Haley 


i 
H 
i 
t 
i 


Red Deer College in Kenya + Apri! 30 - May 28, 2005 
Study Ecology in the unique ecosystems of Kenya or Community Development through a comparative 
study of three diverse African communities (Maasai, Taita and Duruma). 
Agere Dr. Ray Allan and Dr. Richard Roth 


Red Deer College i in Belize + April 29 - May 2 21, 2005 

Visit the species rich, biologically diverse country of Belize to explore the marine 
environment through extensive Snorkeling, visits to the Smithsonian Research, Station, 
and other activities with local researchers and experts. 
Instructor: Sandra McDougall 


REGISTERNOW FOR SPRING: 2005! 
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A pRIMATOLOGY by Tony Esteves and Steve Waldman 


THE OFFICE OF 3 
DOCTOR INTELIGENCIA 
C A } 


. 


1 HAD SURGERY 
ON MW... 


PLEASE, | WENT THROUGH 
A LOT OF TROVBLE TO 


WHAT'S ON 
YOuR MIND? 


BE ABLE TO MEET WITH 


I'M SORRY, | HAD 
TO MISS MONDAN’S 


OW, DIDN'T FEEL 
LIKE GETTING OUT 
D AMMIT.’ CLASS, AND...) SUSTIIOF BED, DID WE? 

<: NEED To Find ouT FELT LIKE TAKING 
WHAT WE COVERED. A LITTLE BREAK, 
OH, HERE'S A 


DocToR’'S NOTE < 


Sw & T.esteves o¢ 
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HALEY’S COMIX by Mike Robertson 
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RESERVOIR KOOPAS by Mike Kendrick 


RESERVOIR = tHwar? > A 


beta aS | . r 


SOMEBODY FUCKING GET 


©2004 MIKE KENDRICK AND f Rit ee - CAPTAIN FALCON OVER HERE 
WWW, KOOLPLACE COM 
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| YOU SAID IT. ALL YOU HAVE TO 
DOS SMEAR ALITTLE PEanuT- 
V BUTTER OW YouR 


THAT'S A FINE LOOKING 
WG YoU GOT THERE, SoN. 


SURE 1S.  TYUP, A GOOD DOGLL LOVE His 


[A STALWART BUbby TTA 
END. MASTER TIL THE DAY 


MM HMM, NOTHING LIKE 


AGoob DOG TO KEEP You 
COMPANY. 


LABORATORY PURGATORY by Phil and Connie Head 


OP puis sae eco a ee 7S ABT vee SUCROSE ACKTATR; IIOBUTYRATE; Sodsum| CUM-04 a1 THERES TROUBLE BREWING.) 
monouRs DEGREES IN ENGLISH FOR ALY LLL NAVE A ce) DNROATE, AND BROMIMATHD VEGETABLE, ane (—————. 
6”/2/NG TO NEVER BET FOOT ’ 7ER : 
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